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ASon of ma n , I have made thee a watchman
Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them

warning from me. 18 When | say unto the wicked, Thou shalt

surely die; and  thou givest him not warning, nor speakest

to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life;

the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his

blood will | require at thine hand. 19 Yet if thou warn the

wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his

wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered

thy soul o (-BE9ek. 3:17

The watchman is charged to warn the people when the enemy
approaches. If he neglect s his duty , that m akes him responsible for any
harm that befalls the people , but if he warns them, he is free from their
blood. We are all watchman on behalf of the souls of mankind. It is our
responsibility to warn people so they can be saved (2 Tim . 4:2). To neglect
to do so, will cause us to be held responsible for the blood of these
individuals.

NOT WITHOUT WARNING deals with teaching | should have

understood before | left home to go out into the world on my own . | was
naive . | was vulnerable. | was a target. Perhaps my mother trusted m e to
have read and studied the scriptures by myself before | was grown, but that

did not happen and probably does not with most young girls. Few families
actually study scriptures together outside the Bible class or the church
assembly . Fewer still use every opportunity to train and teach their children

Children must be taught. Girls especially need a mother or a
grandmother who loves them dearly to take them aside and give them tools
for fighting against the wiles of the Devil (Eph. 6:11 ). My intention in these
lessons is to expose the enemy so young girls are not blindsided (1 Pet.
5:8). In a real sense, most of the disgusting topics deal with issues that
should be known intuitively (Rom. 2:14 -15); however, knowledge of evil is
one thing , and having the armorto ~ comb at that evil is quite another.

More than one of the lessons in this series may contain teaching you
have never considered before. These lessons are not meant to teach some
radical new doctrine, nor are they meant to shock or embarrass anyone. Th e

complete study is meant to get right into the meat of the word of God and to
cause women everywhere to reconsider their role in the physical family and
in the church family too.

Mothers and daughters, be warned . Youhave a serious job todoin
this life  and eternity is long.

Beth Johnson
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VIRTUES AND ATTITUDES

LESSON 1
ABe not deceived; God is not moc ked: for
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he t hat soweth
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting o (Gal

6:7 -8).

LIVING TO REAP ETERNAL THINGS

We are not to live yielding and sowing to our fleshly desires; we are to
live yielding and sowing to a spiritual attitude that is minding spiri tual
things. Such a mindset will cause us to reap an eternal reward.

We are either in the flesh or we are in the spirit. If we are in Christ,
we should be in the spirit. Such individuals do not walk after the flesh,
minding the things of the flesh. The Afl esho is a carnal mi nd
enmity against God, and not only reaps corruptible things but death itself.
The fleshly mind will always be yielding and sowing according to its desires.
Those who are in the spirit walk after the spirit, minding the things of the
spirit, yielding and sowing according to the spiritual mind, which reaps life
and peace 0 eternal things ( Rom. 8:4 -9).

Colossians 3:1 -3 tells us that we are to be seeking those things
above, having our mind on things above, not on the things of the earth.
Our decisions should be made minding spiritual things, with an eye on
things above and how our decisions will affect those eternal thi ngs. We
should be living and deciding to bring increase to the spiritual and eternal,
not the fleshly and temporal. Here is how the Father inspired Jesus to say
it ALay not up for yourselves treasures up:
doth corrupt, and w  here thieves break through and steal: But lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure
i s, there wil/ y 0 uMatt. B:Ba +21). Bi ¢her avé deoide to(do
the things that bring earthly treasure or we decide to do the things that
bring heavenly treasure.

Galatians 5:17 tells us that the flesh and spirit are contrary one to
another. We will either walk after the spirit or we will walk aft er flesh. We
cannot do both. We should understand that we cannot serve two
masters (Matt. 6:24 ; Luke 16:13 ), because either we live to satisfy our
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fleshly desires that bring treasure on earth, or we live to sow to and bear

the fruit of the spirit and bui |d treasure in heaven.

We should be those who have put to death the affections and lusts of
the flesh, living and walking in the spirit ( Gal. 5:24 -25). Our decisions
should reflect this. Our daily decisions should not suggest that we are

yielding to the  affections and lusts of the flesh, but should suggest our
desire to have eternal treasure in heaven.

Do we not know and understand that sowing to the flesh to satisfy its
lusts, laying up treasure on earth, and being a friend of the world; makes us
an enem y of God? Do we want to make decisions that make us a friend of
the world and an enemy of God ( James 4:1 -4)? Either we love the world or

the Heavenly Father, but we <canot | ove bot h.
love for the world and the things it offers or a love for the Father and His
things? We need to be living for eternal things and not the temporal ( 1

John 2:15 -17). What decisions would we make each day as we keep this
principle in mind? Let us make the decisions that would bring eternal
treasure and not the temporary satisfaction of the fleshly desires.

LIVING BY FAITH ; LOVING GOOD & HATING EVIL

In order to be just or righteous, we must live by faith ( Rom. 1:16 -17).
The Lordds admonition to us is to walk by fai
and walk through life, making decisions along the way, we need to make
sure the decisions are made by faith that our Heavenly Father knows what
is best for us in every case ( 2 Cor. 5:7 ). Faith is the substance (confidence)
of things hoped for, the evidenc e (conviction) of things not seen, being
persuaded of the promises of God ( Heb. 11:1, 13 ). Faith (in God), what

we believe, can only come by the word of God. To live and walk by
faith is to |Iive and walk by Godo6és diriacti on
faith is to make decisions based on the word of God, the scripture ( Rom.
10:17 ).
We need to remember that His thoughts are not our thoughts ( Isa.
55:8 -9). To be wise we must turn from the wisdom of this world (walking
by sight) and count it foolishnes s. To walk by our own thoughts and

wisdom and experience or the philosophies of men, is to walk by sight and

is foolishness with God (1 Cor. 3:18 -19). For an example: the world tells us

to sow to the flesh; live for today and for this life; eat, drink an d be merry.
But the Lord says sow to the spirit, live for the reward of everlasting life in

eternity ( Gal. 6:8 ).

The rich man walked by sight using his own wisdom (that of the
world), laying up treasure for himself. Instead he should have lived by
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fath, according to Goddés direction, by being ric
laying up treasure in heaven ( Luke 12:16 -21).

Using his own wisdom, King Saul offered a sacrifice ( 1 Sam. 15:15,
22-23); however, it was done in disobedience, and the Lord rejected that
sacrifice and Saul himself. To walk according to His word, in faith and in
obedience, has always been what is necessary and important.

Someti mes wal king by faith requires taking
word and exercising our senses to discern good and evil ( Heb. 5:14 ). We
must not use our own judgment to decide. There may be many times when
something may seem good to us, but we must use the word of God as our
criteria for evaluation. We are to love righteousness and hate iniquity (evil)
like Jesus di d (Heb. 1:8 -9). As we make decisions, our choices should be
toward good and righteousness and against iniquity and evil. It is only
through His word that we can discern what is good and what is evil. We are

not to seek evil but hate it; we are to love g ood and seek it ( Amos 5:14 -
15). What do our decisions say about us? Do we truly want what is good,
or are we going after our own fleshly desires? We are to abstain from all
appearance of evil ( 1 Thess. 5:22 ).

The love of money or a desire to be rich is the root ofall evil ( 1 Tim.

6:9 -10). We should especially be careful about this temptation. What does
the wisdom of this world tell us? Would the one walking by sight
acknowledge this?

Do we want to be one who is of God or one who has not seen God ( 3
John 11 )? As we come to decisions in life, we need to follow that which is
good and not that which is evil. If we abhor that which is evil and cleave to
that which is good, which direction will our decisions take us ( Rom. 12:9 )?

We need to realize the who le world lies in wickedness (evil) and we
need to be on guard constantly ( 1 John 5:19 ). Will we allow ourselves to
marry or otherwise be unequally yoked together with the unbelievers or the
wicked people of the worl d? 't doedevbt t ake
deeds; we should be careful where our decisions lead us ( 2 John 11 ).

SEEKING GOOD OF OTHERS, NOT  SEEKING OUR OWN
GOOD 6 BEING A LIGHT

We are not to seek or love the praise of men. We are not to live and
make decisions simpl y t bandganornInsteadwe aretap pr ov a
make the decisions that wo WRbrd. 2:28a-290 eBeamd 6s pr
seek to have G gannotpdisragard man even though we
are not to seek the praise of man . We are to provide things honest
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(good) in the sight o f all men, living peaceably if it be possible ( Rom.
12:17 -18).

Peacemakers are among the blessed. In making decisions, we need
to consider the impact of our decisions on others ( Matt. 5:9 ). In lowliness
of mind, we are to esteem others better than oursel ves, looking on the
things of others and not our own. We are to be a servant like Jesus was,
ministering to others as opposed to expecting others to minister to us ( Phil.

2:3 -8). We are not to seek our own but the good of others; we are

not to insist on doing something (simply because

and does not break any law) without regard to its impact on others.

We must consider its effect on others, whether it is expedient and whether

it edifies ( 1 Cor. 10:23 -24). We are even to let our liberty be judged of
anotherds conscience, as we do all to t
our own profit, but the profit of others that they may be saved, and

definitely never give any offence ( 1 Cor. 10:29 -33).

We are not to make any decision that would lead to putting a

stumbling block in our brotherdéds way,; we

make our brother stumble, offend, or become weak. Instead we are to

follow after the ways that make for peace and that edify ( Rom. 14:13,19 &
21). Just proving something is lawful and or politically correct, does

not give us license or the right to do it. To be determined to do such a
thing without considering its impact on others is to be puffed up in
knowledge without love (1 Cor. 8:1 -13). Love demands that w e consider
the impact of our decisions and our actions on the lives of others. Love

demands we make the decision that edifies the other. Failing in this is no

small matter; such can cause a weak brother to perish by sinning against

Christ.

Our decisions need to demonstrate several attitudes and actions
toward others (Christian brothers and sisters in this context). We need to
demonstrate compassion, love, being pitiful and courteous, rendering
blessing and not evil and railing for evil and railing, refra ining the tongue
from evil and lips from guile, seeking peace ( 1 Pet. 3:8 -11).

Our study has brought us back to Romans 12:17 -21. Our decisions
need to be toward providing things honest or good in the sight of all men.
One way we do this is never to repay evil with evil, never avenge ourselves
but provide things honest, pursue peace, give place to wrath, overcome evil
with good. We are to be as the salt of the earth and light of the world
(Matt. 5:13 -16). Do our actions and our decisions reflect this? | n making
any decision, will we be shining forth as lights in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation ( Phil. 2:15 )?
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QUESTIONS:
Part A: Please give full sentence answers. Sometimes more than
one sentence will be required. Each answer will be worth 5 p oints.
1. What are we supposed to crucify according to Galatians 5:24 -257?

What will that include? There are two parts to this question.

2. According to Galatians 5:17, what causes us not to be able to do the
things we want to do?

3. According to James 4:1 -4, what causes wars and fighting?
4. Where should we place our affections? (Col. 3:1 -3)

5. What happens to treasures we lay up for ourselves on earth? (Matt.
6:19 -21)

6. How do we know the love of our Heavenly Father is not in someone (1
John 2:15 -17)?

7. Explain what it means to fiwal k after the f
of l'ife with dAwalking af t-@r Thereaetoopi ri t . o
parts to this question.

Part B: Fill in the blanks with the correct word or phrase.
Sometimes | am asking for a sc ripture reference. Each answer will
be worth 2 points.

1. Abstain from all appearance of (1 Thess. 5:22).
2. According to the parable of the rich man in , we
cannot say, ASoul, take thine ease, eat, dr

3. The prophet - sai d, AHat h the LORD &
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of
rams. o

4.  And said, They have brought the m from the
Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the
oxen, to sacrifice unto the LORD thy God; and the rest we have utterly
destroyed.

5. And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in

6. We see that the verse, fiBel oved, foll ow not t hat whi ct

which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath
not seen Godo is found in
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who

by reason of us e have their exercised to discern both good
and evil.
But they that will be fall into temptation and a snare, and into

many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.

For the love of is the root o f all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.

But unto the he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and

ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdo m. Thou
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy

God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.

For he that biddeth God speed is partaker of his evil
deeds.

For he that soweth to his flesh s hall of the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap

The just shall live by

For we walk by faith, not by

Let love be without . Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good.

For the wisdom of this world is with God.

Now is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

Hate the , and love the good, and establish judgment in

the gate.

So then cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of

God (Rom. 10:17).

If I walk after the , | will do what makes me happy or

what feels good.

Should we get even or take revenge on s omeone who hurts us? Why
not?
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Part C: Use the list of scriptures in the section below to identify the
scriptures written afterward. Each answer will be worth 2 points

1 Corinthians 8:1 -13 Romans 2:28 -29 1 Corinthians 10:29 -33
Philippians 2:3 -8 Matthew 5:9 Romans 12:17 -18

1 Peter 3:8 -11 Matthew 5:13 -16 Romans 12:17 -21
Philippians 2:15 1 Corinthians 10:23 -24 Romans 14:13, 19, 21

. All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful
for me, but all things edify not. Let no man seek his own, but every man another's
wealth.

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.

Conscience, | say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of
another man's conscience? F  orif | by grace be a partaker, why am | evil spoken

of for that for which | give thanks? Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. Give none offence, neither to the
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: Even as | please all men in all
things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be

saved.

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering evil fo r evil, or railing for railing:
but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should

inherit a blessing. For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his

tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: Let him eschew evil, and
do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it.

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is
outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men,
but of God.

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but
every man also on  the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal

with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the lik eness of men: And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
Cross.

Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no

man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to f al | in his brother's
therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one

may edify another é. It is good neither to eat
thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is mad e weak.
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8. Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge.
Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. And if any man think that he knoweth
anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. But if any man love God,
the sam e is known of him. As concerning therefore the eating of those things that
are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world,
and that there is none other God but one. For though there be that are called
gods, whether in h  eaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,)
But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him;
and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. Howbeit there
is not in every man that knowled ge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this
hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is
defiled. But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the
better; neither, if we eat not, are we the wo rse. But take heed lest by any means
this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. For if any
man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the
conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat th ose things which are
offered to idols; And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for
whom Christ died? But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their
weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to
offend, | will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest | make my brother to
offend.

9. Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

10. Recompense t 0 no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written,
Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire
on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

11. That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the
world.

12. Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it
be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothin g, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.
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CONDUCT OR BEHAVIOR

LESSON 2

Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not

lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters,

as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat

and drink, and rose up to play. Neither let us commit f ornication,
as some of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty
thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as
some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the
destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon

whom the ends of the world are come . Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. There hath no
temptation taken you but suc h as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are

able; but will  with the temptation also make a way to escape,

that ye may be able to bear i t. Wherefore, my dearly beloved,
flee from idolatry. | speak as t 0 wise men; judge ye what | say (1
Cor. 10:6 -15).

In scripture, not one story of sexual relations outside of marriage has a
happy ending. Shame is heaped upon the parties that willfully participate in
fornication. Lot 0s d a u g & to etheisr shameo and thusr ongf ul
brought about two nations who were at odds with Israel ( Gen. 19:30 -38).
Sarah encouraged Abraham to take a second wife and it brought about strife
within the family and brought about another n:
chosen people later ( Gen.16 ). Shechem fell in love with Dinah, the daughter
of Jacob. He took her and had relations with her without marrying her. This
act brought about his death and that of his father and all of the men of his city
(Gen. 34 ). One widely known stor vy is the one of King David with Bathsheba.
He saw her ; he desired her and he took her. The end result was a man
murdered and child not allowed by God to live ( 2 Sam. 11 -12:23 ). | could go
on and on. God makes it clear from the beginning that the sexual relationship
is a special one that should be treated as such.

Read Deuteronomy 22:13 -21.

1. Were the woman and her parents to be prepared to defend her claim of
purity ( Deut. 22:15 -17)?

2. Once false charges were proven as false, was the husband allowed to do
this to her again at some time in the future ( Deut. 22:18 -19)?

13| Page



3. If the charges were proven to be true, what would happen to the woman
(Deut. 22:20 -21)? Why? What did this accomplish?

Read Deuteronomy 22:22 -30

4. What would happen to a man and a mar ried woman found lying together
(Deut. 22:22 )? What did this accomplish?

5. If a man finds an engaged girl in the city, and lies with her what is to be
done with them (  Deut. 22:23 -24)? Why? What does this accomplish?

6. If a man finds an engaged girl out away from the city, forces her and lies
with her, what will happen to them ( Deut. 22:25 -27)? What is this compared
to in verse 26? Was there any sin in her in this instance?

7. Does God make a distinction between the woman who tries to stop such a
thing but is unable to find help and the woman who could have found help and
did not seek it?

8. If a man finds a virgin girl, who is not engaged, and lies with her, what
should happen to them (  Deut. 22:28 -29)? Having started their relationship
this way, canh e ever put heraway ?

There are protections given for the young woman who does not choose
to have relations outside of marriage; however, if she consciously makes the
choice to violate that purity, she is condemne

of how many times she has done such a thing for her to be said to have
Apl ayed the har | dychoice Outsigle theiboamds, of marriage, or

many times results in being a harlot. God puts a great value on a
purity. He condemns men who will take it away forcefully, and He
condemns the woman who gives it away willingly

The Shulammite woman in SongofSolomon cal |l ed her se3ofg a fAwal
of Solomon 8:10 ) . Her brothers said fAiWe have a |itt
breasts; what shall we do for our sister on the day when she is spoken for? If
she is a wall, we will build on her a battlement of silver; but if she is a door we
wi || barricade her wiSorgof@blemork88 e%). cedar o (

Unt i | sheds of age, they wil] buf | dehdgps hatlr
a sturdy wall, they wil/|l S u p p doom éhenttheyt willa t . Bu
board her up with strong boards. When she was
tower so) she called herself a wal | . She prot
not welcome signs; they were towers. Towers on buildings are designed to
keep people out and make it hard to get to the top. She protected herself
after it was no | onger her brothersod responsi b

It is quite unfortunate that many brothers and sisters today do not feel
the same protectiveness for young girls. Not only do girls sometimes have
evil, worldly siblings, but some parents also appear to live vicariously through
these young, vulnerable children . Some may turn their heads when they see

l4| Page



problems developingort hey may write the behavior off as
are going through. The most base of all will actually set the girls up for

encounters d sometimes even for money . If a family will not protect its girls,

these young ones must seek help from genuine Chri stians in the church who

know the value of Godods word. Even i f &lhe fam
still must turn to their Heavenly Father for His guidance. Let us see a few

other accounts and commands that involve how to maintain purity.

Tamar k ept her head when in a frightening and distressing circumstance
(2 Sam. 13:1 -23). She did everything she could to prevent what Amnon
intended. She knew that no matter how much he said he loved her ( 2 Sam
13:1 ) if he would do this without making her his w ife, he was disgracing them
both ( 2 Sam. 13:11 -13). His true desires were shown after he violated her.
Under the Old Law, he still could have married her, but he threw her away

without any care for her at all. This was an even greater disgrace and misus e
of Tamar ( 2 Sam. 13:15 -16). She valued her purity; he did not.

There are many places to go to study this topic 0 Proverbs 5 is all about
avoiding the pitfalls of fornication/ adultery.
does not mean that the same princi ples do not apply to a female!

Proverbs 6:20 -35 is much the same as chapter 5. Wise King Solomon
obviously saw the dangers of the flesh as something to drive home to his

student ! The one committing adultery i s compa
wong t o steal a candy bar from a store, then yo
wrong to take away from a married woman what is rightfully hers 0 her
husbandds alCoe#hlt i5pn (

Remember Philippians4:8 -9: #AFinally brethren, whatever

whateve r things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any

virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy T meditate on these things. The
things which you learned an d received and heard and saw in me, these do and
the God of peace will be with you.o

And James 3:16 -18, AFor wher e e-seelyng existdconfuson f
and every evil thing are there. But, the wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gen tle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is
sown in peace by those who make peace. 0

Temptations stay furthest away when one is too busy doing good works
to give the temptation any time to fester in the heart.

1 fFlee fornication . Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but
he that commi tteth fornication sih@®th aga
6:18 ).
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1 fFlee also youthful lusts . but follow righteousness, faith, chari ty,

peace, with them that cal l on theTmord ou
2:22).

T ASubmit yoursel ves tRessttleefdevii e , and he @il tlee
from ydamas 4.7 ).

FROM WHAT (PARTICULARLY) DO YOUNG WOMEN NEED TO FLEE?

To be a fAgol do ves dleelyouthfw &ustsmu sti Nevert hel ess
the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from
iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver,
but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If
a man therefore  purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto

honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared un to

every good work. Flee also youthful lusts : but follow righteousness, faith,

charity, peace, with them that call ®Hm.the Lo
2:19 -22).

Greek #1939. epithumia, ep -ee-thoo -mee' -ah; from G1937; a longing
(especially for what is forbidden): -- concupiscence, desire, lust (after). #1937.
epithumeo, ep -ee-thoo-meh'-o0; from G1909 and G2372; to set the heart

upon, i.e. long for (rightfully or otherwise): -- covet, desire, would fain, lust
(after).

What parts of lust are described in 1 John 2:16 -17? The Holy Spirit
through John says, AFor al llusttofithee flesh s ,andthet he wor
lust of the eyes , and the pride of life , Is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever.o
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COULD | BE CALLED A CHRISTIAN?
Jones Samuel

Could | be called a Christian

If everybody knew

My secrets , thoughts and feelings
And everythingldo 7

Oh could they see the likeness

Of Christ in me each day?

Oh could they hear him speaking

In everywordIsay ?

Could I be called a Christian

If everyone could know

That | am found in  places
Where Jesus would not go?
Oh could they hear his echo

In everysonglsing ?

In eating , drinking , dressing
Could they see Chris tin me?

Could | be called a Christian

If judged by what | read

By all my recreations

And every thought and deed?
Could | be counted Christ  -like
As now | work and pray
Unselfish, kind, forgiving

To others every day?

QUESTIONS:

Write out the answers for t he 8 questions (# 1 - 8) that are in the first part of

the lesson , then finish these as well

9. According to 1 Corinthians 10:1 -11, shoul d a disciple of Chri

judgments that are recorded in the Old Testament scriptures?

10.What was Go d o sagginst thg addterdr in the Old Testament scriptures?

11.Though the Law of Moses no |l onger rules over me 1
changed?
122What was Gododés judgment concerning the fornicator
5:1 -11)?
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

20.

30.

What does God say abouttho  se who commit adultery (Gal. 5:19 -21)?
What is Godoés judgment of a person who
they would like to (Matt. 5:27 -28)?

According to Proverbs 3, 5 and 7, can wisdom protect a person from fornication?
According to 1 Cori nthians 7:1 -6, what is a good defense against fornication?
From the account of Tamar in 2 Samuel
woman and tells her he loves her, is that love always genuine love or can it be lust
of the flesh?

What is the only way  a person can sin against his physical body (1 Cor. 6:18)?

Though Timothy was a righteous man, was he tempted to follow the desires of
youth?

Should the wise person fear and fl ee

doesnodt

13,

evi |

should they consider the feelin gs of the person who seeks to cause them to

commit fornication?
What is the promise God gives us if we resist evil (James 4:7)?

What is the best way to prepare oneself to be a vessel unto honor (2 Tim. 2:20
21)?

If a person gives in to the temptation to co mmit fornication, is he a vessel unto

honor?

What does God promise is going to happen to every deed and word on Judgment
Day (Eccl. 12:14)?

What does God promise to do to the young person who walks in the ways of his
own heart (Eccl. 11:9  -10)?

According to 1 Timothy 4:12, what were the six things Timothy was told to be, as
an example to the believers?

Will we seek the praise of men or of God if we are a Jew inwardly and have our
hearts fAcircumcisedo in the spirit and not
How can a young man (or woman) cleanse his/her way (Psa. 119:9)?

How can a young girl maintain her safety and her purity in a culture based

on sexual immorality?

To whom should she turn for help?
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OUR DRESS AND OUR SPEECH

LESSON 3

WHAT ARE SOME COMMON YOUTHFUL LUSTS?

Focusing on the outward instead of the inward man, attempting to
appeal to others by physical beauty or attire and immodesty are common
temptations for females. Face it: as young girls, youore
ever be in your | nedl etemptatibnttad e praud v e r of that, and
want everyone to notice! But BEWARE! AFavou

vain: but a woman that feareth t hPBro.BI3BRD., she s|

If we learn to trust in our own beauty when we are young, to use and
abuse it, we are trus  ting in something fleeting and deceitful. Every one of us
will get old, and our beauty will fade. Then what are we left with? We are left
with what we REALLY are: our real selves, our heart and our character. People
probably still see our flaws in spit e of a pretty face! The pretty face just
makes our <character flaws that much more gl ari
swine's snout, so is a fair womaRro. M2 ¢ h i s wit |

Which is wiser, spending two hours in front of the mirror moa ning over a
pimple and getting exactly the right look from an outfit, or spending that same
time focusing on reading the Bible or doing a good work? Which one is
lasting ? He tells us that directly: AWhose adorning | et it not
outward adorning of pl aiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of
putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that
which is not c¢ddrPRetu33t-Hi4pl e o

WE NEED TO PAY SOME ATTENTION TO OUR OUTWARD MAN.
T 0Provide things honesnienoRort 1247bs)i ght of al l

0 2570 i kalos = beautiful outwardly (this is the word my interlinear
provides T 1 Tim 2:9 1 letthe women adorn I 2885 same meaning as
2887 and Omodest o6 i n theil thuatmedefmitonand 1 s 288
application immediately below would work there)

o0 2887.0rderly (modest) ,i.e. decorous :--of good behaviour, modest.

o decorum: propriety and good taste in behavior, speech, dress, formality
in rules of conduct or behavior established as suitable to the
circumstances; decency 0 propriety , dignity , in keeping with self -
respe ct

Notice the message Paul gives Timothy for the church in Ephesus. First
of all, he tells Timothy to warn all the Ephesians not to teach any other
doctrine or follow fables or endless genealogies, which can only gender st rife.

19| Page



Then he turns to the women in particular to warn them about their common
temptations. You will see several warnings about what to do and what not to

do. We must understand what he is saying
manner also, that wo men adorn themselves in  modest apparel , with
shamefacedness and sobriety ; not with broided hair , or gold, or pearls, or
costly array ; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with
good works 0 1(Tim. 2:9 -10). Note particularly the word shamefacedness as
it is defined in the Opri nt spictueee befow. We must not forget this
important detail. Attached to this message, you should find a JPG of the Greek

interlinear of this passage:

1 Tim 2:9-10

9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly
array;

10 But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.

1 Tim 2:9-11 Strong’s Interlinear

¢ “Qoadtwg  [xai] yuvaikag £€v  KaTaoToAf] koopiw peTa aidolg Kal owppoalvng KOGHETV
5615 2532 9999 1136 1722 2689 2887 3326 127 2532 4997 2885
5615 2532 9999 1135 1722 2689 2887 3326 127 2532 4997 2885
BX B8X NFPA PD NFSD JFSDX PG NFSG CCK NFSG V__PAN
In like manner also, that Women in apparel, modest  with shamefacedness and sobriety; adorn

fautdg, M &v  mAéypaoly  kal  xpuoly 1 papyapiTong R lpaTiopd moAuTeAet,

1438 3361 1722 4117 <2228> <5557> 2228 3135 2228 2441 4185

1438 3361 1722 4117 <2632> <5553> 2228 3135 2228 2441 4185

OX3FPA T™N PD NNPD cCcK NNSD cco NMPD cco NMSD JMSDX
themselves not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or array; costly
L 7. A mpémet  yuvaully Emayyeddopévalg Beooéfeiav, 81T Epywv  dyabdv.

235 3739 <516> 1135 1861 2317 1223 2041 18

235 3739  <4241> 1135 1861 2317 1223 2041 18

CCV  ORRNSN  V3SPAI NFPD V__PMPFPD NFSA PG NNPG JNPGX

But (which becometh women professing godliness) with works. good

" Fuv) &v fouxla pavBavétw év  mdon OmoTtaydh:

9999 1135 1722 2271 3129 1722 3956 5202
9998 1135 1722 2271 3129 1722 3956 5292
NFSN PD NFSD V3SPAM PD JFSDX NFSD

the Wwoman in  silence Let learn  with all  subjection.

1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.) [For more detai' see the full copyright page.])

NT:127 aiad)g aidos (ahee-doce'); perhaps from NT:1 (as a negative particle) and NT:1492 (through the idea of

downcast eyes); bashfulness, i.e. (towards men), modesty or (towards God) awe:

When women of any age Al ook them i n theh are isvifirgo

troubl e. Because of the mandés temptation

the woman even if there was no evil intention on her part. However, there is
that certain look that nobody can mistake which girls never should give. Our
cultur e has conditioned ladies to be bold toward everyone, even the men.
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Only trouble can follow.

| mMmmodest appar el suggests t hat y ou donodt
yourself enough to keep your beauty for special use. Remember that
fine china is for special occasion, d ime store plastic is for anything you want.

Youbre making your PCeIBAIRPt put MRBE idnlywyoudre using
indiscriminately.

Promiscuity is characterized by lack of discrimination, without plan or
purpose, casual. ABut thou di dstnbeauty sand playadstthei ne ow
harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one
that passed by Ezeki6s15i).t waso (

MODESTY DEFINED

ABut, 0 somebodysockallyyasceptabiel t 6te wear T -shirts that
are so tight the only thing left to the i magin

just the styl e, and nobody notices me above an

to Africa and go topless! Would God approve if you fit in with the cr owd there?
Modesty isné6t deter mined b;yi ttéhso sdee taerrarm mde du s

GOD . Our society has been conditioned into such a lack of discretion they

think certain things like miniskirts, shorts, halter -tops, bikinis, and so on are

OK. Thetoplessnatives i n Africa are just a step further

But face it, even the world (accor dimmodestt o Webs

is Ato expose or highlight oned®ofiposideyofshyn a bol

orhumble . 6 That <cover gorya | ot of terr

WHAT IS THE RATIONALE BEHIND IMMODESTY?

WHY do people wear tight or revealing clothes? They do it because they
think they look good in itt They get noticed! Why? Other people enjoy
seeing them that way, of course! They get compliments, etc. That is
sensual pl easure others dondét even have to pay

WHAT IS THE RATIONALE BEHIND MODESTY?

As Christians, we should WANT to dress modestly, as God commands.
Aside from that, as  women , we need to have enough self-respect to dress
modestly. We need to err on the side of caution, not on the side of
wantonness! If someone says something to us about what we are wearing
(including our old fashioned parents!) and w
beware! Why does wearing it matt er so much? Could we be seeking the
praise of men? If thatds not our reason, then weol | b
suggestion, and be  fine with changing to something else!
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Consider the following bulletin article:

WHAT6S SHE SELLI NG?
Dillard Thurman
May 8, 1964

As | passed by a show window, my eye was attracted by a
charming display of suits in the window. Each was set off to its
best advantage and was so placed as to attract attention from
every passerby. | gathered that the merchant was trying to sell
suits.

| passed another building and in the window and around the
outside of the building, | saw the latest models of automobiles.
Each was attractively placed and each shown to its best advantage.
| gathered that he was trying to sell automobiles.

As | pa ssed a fruit stand, | was attracted by the glistening beauty
of the fruit for the vendor had each one polished and only the most
appealing was set out for display. | surmised that he was trying to
sell fruit.

As | went on, | passed a pretty young woman. She was also very
attractive. Special care had been employed to fix her hair in the

latest fashion, her face was done just right; even her nails were
painted. But the display didn't stop there. The latest "form aids"

were enticingly used to effectively attract the attention of every
male and all hindrances had been removed so as not to obstruct

the view of the merchandise, for the pert young miss was hardly

more than half -clothed! With her "wares" so openly displayed
before everyone, | had to ask, "What is she trying to sell?"

For Christian women, It was said, AWhose
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold,

or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the

heart, in that which is not corrup tible, even the ornament of a

meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight of God
(1 Pet. 3:3 -4). A good woman will desire to advertise different

merchandise than the "woman of the street." Her display will be

godliness and sobriety, not lustful enticements.

| heard an elder's timely retort to that old charge that "Your mind

is just in the gutter.” He replied, "If my mind is in the gutter, just
remember who put it there." That is an apt rebuttal against some

of these "broad -minded" ones who persist in wearing clothes that
hide very little. When our mother Eve ate the fruit of the "tree of

the knowledge of good and evil,” she immediately put on clothes to

hide her nakedness. When | see women under -dressed or in lewd
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attire, | am persuade d that they have not eaten of that fruit and
are still woefully ignorant. And in this conclusion, | am only trying
to be charitable.

View a relevant videoon House -to-House and Heart to Heart Website .

(http://www.  housetohouse.com/MediaPlayer.aspx?media=6997 )

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF IMMODESTY ON A MARRIAGE?

How will being vain or immodest affect your relationship with your
husband? It cheapens it. Your body doesnoédt |
anyone who care s to look. We might as well work at Hooters or one of the
topless pizza bars! At least they have enough self -respect to ask for pay for
their displays! Save your body for his eyes only , the way God meant it
from the beginning. That is part of the beauty of marriage! Then take his
breath away!

Girls and women will defend their immodesty by saying that
nothing but skimpy clothing is sold in the department stores. Can you
l earn to sew for modestyds sake or even for ec
second -hand store or online to find older styles , more modest than the
modern clothing ? We can if we will and if it is important to us to obey all
the commands of God? We can find a way if we want to

SPEECH OUR HEAVENLY FATHER EXPECTS

Have you ever seen a be autiful girl who suddenly became ugly as soon

as she opened her mouth? nAs a | ewel of gol d
woman which is withBrovill:2Ri screDobeBoshe use the
terms like OMG or Jeez? Is the topic she speaks of sug gestive or vulgar every

time she opens her mout h? AA foolish woman i

and knowet h PRrovt ®tl3n)g Doeq her speech make you understand
her heart better? Is that heart turned toward the Lord and His ways or toward

the world?  Notice the full implication of an evil tongue, and remember

our hearts are being revealed.

1T A0 generation of ve, peing svil, sphal goodctlangs? for
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out
of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an euvil
man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But | say unto

you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give

account thereof in the day of judgment . For by thy words thou shalt

be justified, and by thy wor ds Mdtthl@:84 s hal t
37).
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T ABut those things which pr oae édhfroruthe o f t he
heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
bl asphe mMatsl5:D8 {19).

The "besetting sin" most frequently attributed women is in the misuse of
the tongue. Whether they are more guilty of this sin than men is not really the
point. Rather than casting blame at anyone in particular, we all ought to take
a close look at our own actions.

Notice the three comparisons in James 3:1 -12, which show th e
great power of the tongue.

AMy brethren, be not many masters, knowing
the greater condemnation. 2 For in many things we offend all. If

any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able

also to bridle the whole body. 3 Behold, we put bits in the
horses' mouths , that they may obey us; and we turn about their
whole body. 4 Behold also the ships , which though they be so
great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about
with a very small helm , Whithersoever th e governor listeth. 5
Even so the tongue is a litle member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 6 And the
tongue is a fire , a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our
members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the
course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 7 For every kind of
beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is
tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: 8 But the tongue can no

man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Therewith
bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which

are made after the similitude of God.10 Out of the same mouth
proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought

not so to be. 11 Doth a fou ntain send forth at the same place
sweet water and bitter? 12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear

olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt
water and fresh. o

Look carefully at the seven things the Lord hates and notice how
many of those are sins of the tongue . ARThese six things dot
hate: yea, seven are  an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue :
and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked
imaginations  , feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that
speaketh lies , and he that soweth discord among brethren (Pro.
6:16 -19).
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One of the qualifications of a deacon's wife relates to her use of

the tongue. As a leader of the people it is impor tant that she not be

given to this kind of sin. AEvVen S0 mu s t t heir wi ves b
slanderer s, sober, f a iltTimf3ull ).i @an iade lsaidtofnyoun gs ? 0 (

t hat AShe openeth her mouth with wisdom,; and

ki ndneRBow.dL26 ).

DO WE HAVE LIPS OF KNOWLEDGE?

T AaThere is gold, and a multitude of rubi es:
preci ous Pyoe @0Clb 0. (

1 The Lord is the one who teaches or does not teach man His
knowledge. AfHe t hat c kha ketthes, shalhnot he correct? he
that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know? The LORD knoweth the
t houghts of man, thatPsaaHMeOy-1Rre vanityo (

T AAll t he wor ds of my mout h ar e i n ri ght ec
froward or perverse in the m. They are all plain to him that
understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. Receive my
instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. For
wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are
nottobe compar ed Rrow.8Bt-1l). (

1 God describes knowledge as a crown for our head. AThe simpl e
inher it folly: but t he prudent arPmv. cr own e
14:18 ).

1 Dispersing knowledge is like giving out precious jewels. AThe
lips of the wise dispers e knowledge: but the heart of the foolish

doet h n o {Pros d5w).

1 If we have any understanding at all we will seek more and more

knowledge. AThe hear't of him that hat h under
knowl edge: but the mouth of f odlosl514¢9.det h o]
T I'f we are prudent we wil/l i ncrease iThe the Kk

heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; and the ear of the wise seeketh
knowl e dRyoz.d8:16 ).

1 Once we get knowledge we need to understand it. ASmite a
scorner, and the sim ple will beware: and reprove one that hath
understanding, and he will understand knowledge ( Prov. 19:25 ).

1 To get understanding we must accept reproof. When the wise
are instructed they receive knowledge. A Wh e n t he scorner
punished, the simple is made wise: and when the wise is instructed, he
receiveth knowledge (  Prov. 21:11 ).
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These are the positive things we need to strive for, but there are also
some things we should avoid, even flee from.

NOT A GOSSIP

1 Greek 1228.: --false accuser

T AEven so musvesbd dgnage, not wslanderers , sober, faithful in all
t hi nddim. 3(11 ).

T AHe that covereth a transgression seeketh |
matter separatet hPre 8/©Oy). friendso (

Will your husband be able to tell you things that he knows wil I
not be passed along to others? Can he truly confide in you d sharing
the secrets of his heart?

NOT ARGUMENTATIVE OR ALWAYS OPINIONATED

T Al t i s better to dwel | i n a corner of t he
woman in a wi ®ev.2lOuseod

1 A A f o adnisshb calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife
are a conti nuaFArov.d®18p)pi ngo (

T ASeest thou a man that i's hasty in his wor
f ool t han PV 29120 mo Gir(s, this includes US too!

T AA f ool huall thie mend: but a wise man keepeth it in till
after waRrad.2%11 ().

T AWherefore, my beloved brethren, | et every |
speak, sl ow James®l9a)t ho (

T AShe openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in
kKindneRPRw.d1:26 ).

NOT A DISCOURAGEMENT

T AFor what knowest thou, O wife, whet her t hec
or how knowest thou, O man, whethetCot.hou sh
7:16).

T ALet every one of us pl ellissgodd st meedhboaoat
(Rom. 15:2 ).

T "A merry heart doeth good | i ke a medicine:

bone Pov. 17:22 ).

Let us pray that we learn to use our tongues wisely and not in such a
way as to cause shame or discouragement. Let us work to tame our tongues
and cleanse our hearts from those ugly things that would come out of our
mouths.
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Questions:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

What are some common youthful lusts?

Define modesty? Who determines what is modest?

What is immodesty? Who determines what is immodest?
Name at least three (3) common temptations for young girls?

What beauty is lasting (Pro. 11:22 & Pro. 31:30)?

Which adornment is lasting (1 Pet. 3:3 -4)?

What attention should we pay to our outer man (Rom . 12:17b)?
Name four (4) things women should adorn (1 Tim 2:9 -10).
Name four (4) things women should not adorn (1 Tim 2:9 -10).
Define shamefacedness as seen in (1 Tim 2:9 -10).

What does immodest apparel suggest?
Define promiscuity (Eze. 16:15).
Why do women wear immodest, tight or revealing clothes?
Why should Christian women want to dress and behave modestly?

What are the effects of immodesty on a marriage or on the church as a
whole?

If you really want to, can you acquire more modest clothing in a wor Id
where styles are mostly bad?

Explain how a woman can change her image when she talks (Pro. 11:22,
9:13).
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

How i s a womanoés heart r-87v156:28 el8)? ( Mat t .

What Abesetting sind is usually attr.i
What three things are compared to t he tongue in James 3:1 -67
What seven things does the Lord hate (Prov. 6:16 -19)? Underline the sins

that have to do with the use of the tongue.

Name one qualification for a deacon that has to do with his wife (1 Tim
3:11).

Write (quote) Psalm 94:10 -11 from memory. Explain the meaning.
How do we get understanding (Pro. 21:11)?

In this passage, from what sin of the tongue should we flee (Pro. 17:9)?
Tell why the sin in Proverbs 21:9 is wrong.

Explain how James 1:19 relates to your speech.

How can women use t heir tongues for encouragement (1 Cor. 7:1; Rom.
15:2; Pro. 17:22)?
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FOCUSING ON THE OPPOSITE
SEX, DATING AND FLIRTING

Lesson 4

Obviously, dating can have an enor mous
go to the scriptures where God speaks about dating.

He doesndt .

According to A Brief History of Courtship and Dating in America,
Part 2 0 dating is a relatively new institution in weste rn history not introduced
unt il t he mi dldis @norl 8Biblical smvention of a premarital romantic
relationship, originally intended as a means by which one could determine the
suitability of another for marriage . Let us compare modern dating with the
Biblical models of romantic relationships. Which of these models elevates
marriage?

Obviously the Biblical model is far above the modern socially accepted
practice. Couples used to have to sign their lives away  for romantic privileges.
In the dating model, almost nothing is saved for marriage! Its sacred
privileges are used up and doled out over the course of a lifetime. Even
elementary school children are allowed & actually encouraged, to speak of
datinginto day 6 s c¢ uMatriage lkecomes little more than a glorified dating
relationship/ And as cheap as marriage is these

MODERN DATING MODEL

1 Dating allows romantic expression without  commitment.

To gain sexual privilege, a couple m ust either like each other or have some
use for each other. Rights are granted to whomsoever one chooses. The
body belongs to anybody.

1 Years before the person is ready to provide for a family, dating begins as a
means of acquiring the personal gratificat ion of marriage & fAll the taste,
none of the calories!"

1 Commitment is made only when a couple is significantly emotionally
bonded, and sure that they will gratify each other for life. Marriage is
rooted in self -centeredness. Probationary period of engagem ent is often
used for personal gratification, and if either party gets cold feet, they break
it off.

1 Based on enjoyment, excitement and entertainment, the commitment is
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only as binding as emotion allows.
WHAT ARE THE SIDE  -EFFECTS OF DATING?

1. Dating tends to cloud our thinking, not clarify it as intended . We
focus | ess on each otherdés hearts and minds
bodies.

2. Heartburn : Your heart is emotionally bonded and torn apart multiple
times. Because of repeated hurts, a person tends to become guarded or
even fearful.

3. Wrong concept of love : Al know | | ove yoogratifiee coguse 1 0
you. We create the perfect chemistry. 0 How many married people are
going to tell you that their marriage is stronger because of all the passion
they sha red earlier?

4. Trains us for divorce: | f dating doesnodt wor k, ditch
marriage doesndt wor ké

5. Develops an appetite for variety and change : When one relationship
becomes dull, go on to the next date. How many have said that marriage
became unapp ealing and boring! Are they comparing it to dating?

6. Creates standards of comparison : Who was the most romantic, the best
kisser or had the best eyes or body? You will always have those
memories, even after you had rather not! With Godébés way, y ou
knew any difference!

7. Places you directly i n :tifeyoupdreadut abonebveith pat h
someone, youb6re inviting temptation, not f 1l ee

thinketh he standeth takGor. 10429 | est he fallod

BIBLICAL MODEL

1. When a person was ready to express himself romantically, he sought
marriage: There was one of two choices: marry or burn ( 1Cor.7:9 ).

2. Only in the marriage covenant (established by vows of commitment) was
granted the right of  TOUCH .

3. Bodies belonged to each other by God's declaration (1 Cor.7:1 ).

4. When a husband was prepared to provide for a family, only then did he
seek a wife.

5. Parents were always involved as overseers (Recall the processes for Isaac,
Jacob, David and Samson).

6. If a man found a woman he wanted to marry, but was unable to marry at
the time, he was betrothed to her. In the betrothal ceremony, the couple
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was bound to each other by vows, but received no rights of touch until the
actual marriage (1 Cor. 7:36 ).

7. Based on trust and commitment ; romance and passio n come after
marriage. | might add here that Joseph was espoused (same as betrothed
but a stronger word than the modern day engagement) to Mary (a virgin
according to Luke 1:27 ) and knew her not until after Jesus was born ( Matt.

1:25). Yet the angel who appeared to Joseph called her his wife ( Matt.
1:20 ). The vows were made, and the lifetime commitment was sealed, but
he knew her not until Jesus was born.

PASSION

Passion can be a beautiful  instrument that God has instituted within a
marriage . It is granted to couples who have been
decree at the time of their vows. It brings closer emotional union and greater
tenderness out of consideration and | ove for
belongs to him, | want to please him . 0 The husband feels the se
his wife ( 1 Cor. 7:3 -5). Outside of marriage, passion deteriorates into a tool
strictly used for self  -gratification. Its beauty as G o d dosl is lost, and it begins
to tear a personodos | i f e ltbeoothesroonicaidn, ahdiisber apart .

DISGUSTINGLY UGL\Greek #4203. porneuo , to act the harlot

(literally), i.e. indulge unlawful desire 0 of either sex)

AWith her much fair speech she caused himt
her lips she forced him. He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to
the slaughter , or as a fool to the correction of the stocks ; Till a dart
strike through his liver; as a bi rd hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it
is for his life. Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the
words of my mouth. Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in
her paths. For she hath cast down many wounded: y ea, many strong men
have been slain by her. Her house is the way to hell, going down to the
chambers of death (  Prov. 7:21 -27).

DECEITFULNESS OF SIN

To circumvent this ugliness, Satan has carefully cultivated a polished,

dressed up picture of fornication. We donét hear It called dndfo
hear it called, petting, going to first base, going all the way, sleeping together,
or having an affair. Every day we see movies that romanticize fornication. It
is always polished into something desirable, ev en respectable.
Would we actually stand in front of somebody's window and
watch them in the act? Would couples open their shutters to the street to
show what they're doing? You say " NO! That 1is
if we watch it through the shutters of the  television screen ? We donodot cal
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voyeurism (being a peeping Tom); we call it wa
them harlots; we call them actresses and models. Lyrics of our songs never

say, ALet 6s just fornicatemosansteBd, thau heal
more timeeéeo

THE ISSUE CONFUSED

This Apolite, 0 enhanced way of l ooking at
issue for many Christians and cl ouded their thi rekon, madttle AAw,
i nnocent kiss 1isnot f or niccoautlidonnd t sfAryd as ulrietltyl e
that extr eme! Whato6s a |ittle hug? Big deal!

As you walk around Christian college campuses; you see plenty of
Ahar mipawdc rel ati onshi ps. @dwrch Baih groups arenoften

seen | ounging around, hugging each other, t hei
hol ding hands, giving each other shoulder mass
me an, you know, we 0 r fdends u, sand if @du rthinks anytlang of

whatyousee, youore tpder vaemrd it d6s YOUR problem, not ol

THE ISSUE CLARIFIED

oK. Letds | ook at t hat in a l|little differ:¢
married. You come home from the grocery store one day and find your
husband in the kitchen | oc k ehbulderrmasaagefitdhitneg o or gi
neighbor from next door. Now tell me iitds hal
the domain of possession becomes <crystal clear! AGet y O U
person! Your touch belongs to ME! O

TOUCH ELICITS LUST

You may say, AcTchmmarods tnioa't says, "Thou sha
Whatoéos a |little getting '"turned on?""

Faceit - Getting Aturned ono i s l ust . That I
process d adrenalin released, then epinephrine, then endorphins, and the blood
leaves the brain. There are plenty of commands about lust.

AMortify therefore your members which are u
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence , and covetousness,
which is idolatry. For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the
chidr en of disolte.®@be@).ce: o0 (

LUST (1939) = Alonging (especially for what is forbidden ), desire,
lust (after).
ABut I say unt o vy ou Jookethh @ a woeimman soolestvaéer

her hath committed adultery wi tMatt. /528). al ready i |



AFor t his is the wild.l of God, even your S
abstain from fornication: That every one of you should know how to possess
his vessel in sanctification and honour; Not in the lust of concupiscence, even
as the Gentileswhich  know not 1Ghessod:3(-5).

DONOGT FOOL YOURSELF, THAT LI TTLE ATHRI LI

SIN. FLEE IT!
Why is it so hard to see fornication for what it is during your dating
year s? It is difficult to see because weobve &

rational thinking! It is because we are in the middle of the years that our

bodies make the temptation strongesGodsayPondt |
even looking at a woman to lust after her beauty is adultery! Touch, no

matter how s light, goes a step  beyond that!

Il F YOUOGRE NOT MARRI ED, YOU DONOT HAVE T
TOUCH . YOUR BODY BELONGS TO CHRIST

AKnow ye not that your bodies are the memb:i
take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God
forbid. What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for
two, saith he, shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the Lord is one
spirit. Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he
that committeth fornicat ion sinneth againsiCoh6:1b -48).n bodyo

YOU ARE A TREASURE. KEEP YOUR PURITY LOCKED UP FOR GOD,
AND AS A PRICELESS GIFT TO YOUR FUTURE SPOUSE.

O "A garden enclosed is €& my spouse,; a spring
(Song of Solomon 4:12 ).

U A Tédre is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman
careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in
spiriCoo7:3 ).

SO WHAT ABOUT A LITTLE INNOCENT FLIRTING?

Ok, go back to the matter of possession. What if your husband was
doing a little innocent flirting with your best friend? That is pretty clear, is it
not? Flirting , no matter how you THINK it is intended, is an invitation!
Look at Godés picture of it:

For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs
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of instruction are the way of life: To keep thee from the evil woman,
from the flattery of the tongue of a strange woman. Lust not after

her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her

eyelids . For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a
piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life.
Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?

Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be b urned? So he that

goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall not
be innocent. Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his
soul when he is hungry; But if he be found, he shall restore

sevenfold; he shall give all the substanc e of his house. But whoso

committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that
doeth it destroyeth his own soul. A wound and dishonour shall he
get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away ( Prov. 6:23 -33)

HOW FORNICATION RELATES TO MARRIAGE

So |l etdés talk about al |l this as it rel ates
married couples that say, A Man, l 6m really gl
petted before our marriage. 't really strengt
especially glad my wife kissed a Il those other guys before we met, i t made her
such a superb kisser 0?

NO! Whatever purity you sell now, is that much LOSS to your future
husband and yoursel f! I n order to give yoursel
robbing  him of something God ordained as his alone ! Youdre cheaper
yourself and your future relationship, and those losses can never be regained!

El evate marriage to the sanctity God has gi
dating to rob it! So we know what we should flee from, generally. But  how do
you go about making  positive  decisions to be a good wife and mother?

TRAINING

It makes sense that whatever we practice, or exercise our hearts in is
wh at we become! We canét expect t o aemrtiso mat i caé
player without a little practice first.

0 ABut refuse profane and exerdise whyselerather untab |l e s, a
god!| i n&®m a7 (.

U AFor bodily exercise profiteth i tt] e: but
things, having promise of the life that now i s, and of that which i:
(1 Tim. 4:8 ).

0O AHaving eyes full of adul tery, and that can
unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices;
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cursed ch2Ped2:no (

We can exercise our hearts in eith er good or evill This is a decision we
have to make daily: to choose to fill our thoughts and time with good or evil
influences. We can surround ourselves with passion -stirring  books,
inappropriate movies, boy  -crazy friends, rebellious music, or we can fi [l our
time and thoughts with Goddéds peopl e and
heart sois he é " (Prov. 23:7 ).

0 AhSet your affection on things abotCd32hot

0O ABut strong meat belongeth to t héaaewhhyt
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evi (Heb.5:14 ).

U NTake fast hold of i nstructi on; | et her

Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.

Avod i t, pass not by it, tur n P4l -i15%)., and

O ABut the path of the just is as the shi
unto the perfect day. The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not
at what they stumble. My son, atte nd to my words; incline thine ear unto

my sayings. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of
thine heart. For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all
their flesh . Keep thy heart with all diligence: for out of it are the

issues of life . Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put
far from thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be
establ i Broveddl® -236).

GUARD YOUR THINKER!

What is a wife supposed to be? Long before we decide whom to marry,

in what do we need to be exercising ourselves? Will you be the kind of wife

a righteous man would want to marry?

QUESTIONS:

1. Approximately what century was the modern dating model invented?
Must we assume that people were not able to get married before that
time?

2. The modern dating model allows romantic expression
commitment.

3. Explain the original purpose for which the modern dating model was
invented.

4. Inthe scriptures, what does God say about dating? Give two examples of
how a mate was chosen either from the Old Testament or the New.
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5. Compare: Luke 1:27 ; Matthew 1:25 ; Matthew 1:20 noting the facts about
the marriage of Joseph and Mary. Explain how anyone today has a rig ht
to divorce a mate or have a marriage annul |l e
not consummated . 0 S e dattaedw 409

6. What constitutes marriage ( Matt. 19:5 ; Mal. 2:14 )?

7. Does becoming fione flesho with a harl ot me a
are married? Why no t?

8. Name six of the seven possible side effects of dating. You may write on
the back if necessary & just number your  answer so we can identify it.

8. In the biblical model for marriage, there was a
(established by of commitment) before the right of
was granted.

9.  When a man was prepared to provide for a family, only then did he seek a

10. Based on trust and commitment : and
come after marriage.

11. Outside of marriage, pas  sion becomes

12. Explain the problem in Proverbs 7:21 -27.

13. I n todayos culture, we do not hear peopl e
fornication. Instead they call it something else. Give several euphemisms
by which fornication is known.

14. How shoud you answer someone who chall enged AT
that says, '"Thou shalt not kissé' What 6

15. Why is it so hard to see fornication for what it is during your dating years?

16. How will flirting cause likely cause you to fall t o temptation (Pro. 6:23 -
33)?
17. Would you rather have a mate who had never been with anyone else or
one that could brag about all the women he h

18. What kind of wife would a righteous man rather have, one who had
Aknowno many m&am? or only
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PRERPARATIONJEORIMARRIAGE

Lesson 5

Fortunately for the church , many women have already been taught to
support their husbands. If we are Christians, we know we are to be help -
meets to our husbands no matter what profession they have. When it comes to
being a pr eacherothe thngsfae expestadsof us? Will preacher os
wives be held to higher standards than other Christians? Will we hold
ourselves to higher standards? What about our children? We might consider
the i 2for-1 package deal 0 that congregations somel
when they hire  a manto p reach. Several areas could be addressed. We might

|l abel thEliengs tho consider before deciding to r
T Living in a Aglass houseo
1 Living in the shadow of the preacher
1 Dealing with criticism
1 Making time for family
1 Money matters
1 Makingt ime for personal spiritual growth and encouragement
Exactly what is the fj obo Hanvfwilt dhe hapdeédac her 6 ¢
when her husband is interviewing for a new position and the congregational
leaders make it clear that they expect the preacher's w ife to hold a secular job

in order to provide part of his salary because they do not plan to supply
enough nor will they allow the preacher to have a second job? Have you
studied enough scripture to know how to answer such demands? Are you
committed to be ing able to live frugally? What sacrifices are you willing to
make?

One Christian young lady l et it be known thattohary | i f eo
a preacher . What did she think she was getting? What was her real goal?
Was her ambition rational? Many ayoung girl has said she would like to marry
someone who will be her spiritual leader, and preachers are usually perceived
as such. She probably imagines she will not have the normal troubles and
temptations in life that other ladies her age have. She imagines she will be

protected from temptation and si n, but t his
unrealistic. Just because a husband is a strong sp iritual leader does not mean
there will be no temptations for him or his wife. If anything, Satan will seek

them out( 1 Pet5:8 ).

Perhaps the young lady is unsure of her own faith, or she may have
failed a few of |l i feds tests amd aknmgewsd owe wmad
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over her. Whatever the underlying reasons, she needs to do some deep soul -
searching before she takes the big step. Otherwise, when the pressures of the

life she has chosen come to her marriage, she may cause the family structure

to cru mble. Not only will her family and friends be affected, but the whole

church will suffer.

First of all, the reason for marrying a preacher should not be to shore up
a wo ma owh sveaknesses. She should think about what she herself can
bring into the marr  iage. Can she truly be a help meet for him and support him
in his work? Can she be depended upon to take up slack where he may be
weak? Can she endure when other ladies either approach her husband
romantically or  the whole group reject s him as their tea cher? Both kinds of
people will be in every congregation. How will she respond?

Other times such a young lady may have thought that being married to
the preacher would bring her respect and honor. Little does she know how few
preachers are actually honored for their work, and even fewer wives are
remembered at all. In fact, if a preacher is teaching truth and standing for
biblical principles, he may even be rejected by congregation after
congregation.  Purportedly, the average preacher in the USA moves every two
years. When any congregation rejects the preacher it m ost definitely  rejects
the wife as well . Can the wife endure such treatment? Will she be willing to
suffer for the sake of the Gospel of Christ ( 2 Tim 3:12 -13)? What about
uprooting the ch ildren every time the husband must search for another job?

The life of the apostle Paul is a great example of what Christians and
outsiders can do to a preacher. ABut in all 1
ministers of God, in much patience, in afflicti ons, in necessities, in distresses,
Il n stripes, i n i mprisonments, in tumults, i n |
(2 Cor. 6:4 -5). Can you endure such treatment as the spouse of a preacher?
Why do you suppose Paul did not carry a wife with him everywhe re he went
even though he has a right to ?

On another occasion Paul says, By pureness, by kno
longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, By the word
of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left, By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report:
as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and,
behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet alway
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing a2dCor G:6hild)g €am efery Christian young lady endure
such extremes? Is she willing to admit these situations may well come to her?

If the young lady 6 s goal i's nobl e, i f twnerif herepent an
desire to live godly is true, then she must acknowledge that having the extra
burden of living in a glass house could cause her to falter in her resolve. Is
she prepared for the extra burdens that I|iving
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and al | t hat wi | | l ive godly in ChrisTim.Jesus
3:12 ). If that is true of every Christian, then how much more is it relevant to
the preacher and his wife!

YOU ARE WHAT YOU DO

If you read a list of professions from earlier times, it reads like a roster
of surnames. That's because people were strongly identified by what they did
for a living (as opposed to recently, when we pay attention to what's on their
iPod). John Smith was a  person named John who worked as a blacksmith; Bill
Sawyer was a lumberjack, and so on. In India, in the Parsee community, you'll

find people with surnames such as Contractor, Doctor, Engineer, etc. But watch
and see: when someone asks, "Who is he;" "Who i s she,” without hesitation
people start to describe what they do and who they are associated with. "Oh, he

is a salesman over at the Ford dealership," or, "She is the preacher's wife."

So who are you? How would you be identified today if someone in the
crowd of people asked a friend who you were? How would the crowd expect
you to behave? Would they have a right to expect more of you than someone
whose profession identifies them as something else? Are you the wife of the
local doctor or school principa I? Are you a Bible class teacher? Are you a
mother? Are you the sister to any one of these?

The world expects certain behavior of certain people. Under the Old
Testament it was no different. The priests were spiritual leaders of the nation
of Israel and were not to marry a widow, a divorced woman, a profane woman,
or a harlot ( Lev. 21:12 -15). There was a higher standard expected of spiritual
leaders and their wives. Obviously, leading by example is one of the ways
spiritual leaders do their work. The wi ves are naturally an extension of their
husbands, so they too are expected to be above reproach.

Even the children of priests were held to a higher standard. If the

daughter of a priest were to play the harlot, she was to be burnt with fire ( Lev.
219). That was a much stronger punishment than f o
More was expected of them because they had been entrusted with more ( Luke
12:48 ).
How was Jesus identified, when people asked who he was? AAnd when
he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? And
the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee 0 Matt.
21:10 -11). There are actually two identities associated with Jesus. The ones
who wanted to defame him made reference to the fact that he cam e from
Nazareth 0 a despised place ( John 1:46 ). Yet the ones who were his disciples
remembered that he spoke for God ( John7:16 ) . Jesus did not #dAlive
scoffersdé6 expectations of hi m, nor did he [|iwv

disbelief of hi s teaching and his miracles.
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Whether or not we consciously judge, almost all men expect everyone

el se to be fwheertfheecrt ,ion dri ving, keeping oneds p
an operation, directing traffic, rearing children, etc. Naturally, expectat ions for
spiritual leaders and their wives are no different.

Part of mandés judgment is based in the amou
which they have been entrusted. ABut he that Kk
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few strip es. For unto whomsoever much

is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed

mu ¢ h, of him they wi Luke 12:48k). The éen telent neaid wag

expected to produce more than the five talent man. Our spiritual leaders

(preach ers, elders, deacons, Bible class teachers) are in a position of speaking

for the Lord ( Matt. 23:1 -3) and as such are expected to obey the commands

they impart to those who have not yet obeyed.
we will be judgedaédormeh ¢ tMate#1l By G

Even though we may judge others harshly, we ourselves expect to receive
lenient judgment ( Rom. 2:1 -2). Nevertheless, the way we judge is the way we
will be judged whether by God or man. The Jew assumed a position of authority
for God (Rom. 2:17 -20). Nevertheless, the world condemned him for his
hypocrisy ( Rom. 2:21 -24).

When someone describes what you Ado, 0o wil/l

a preacher 6s wife, a Bi bl e c| adsasleaderd théh e r or a
people who is ab ove reproach? When someone asks where you attend
church, wi || they say you are a member of t h

Christian? We all should live in such a way that Christ is not ashamed to call us
his own.

Keep in mind that adjusting to the role of marriage itself is going to be a
huge task, and adjustment to being a preache
difficult. You will not only have your husband to please, but you will have a
whole congregation to satisfy at the same time. Preparation is paramoun t.

WHEN AND HOW SHOULD YOUNG LADIES BEGINTO
PREPARE FOR ANY MARRIAGE?

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath

Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an

infidel? 16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?

for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and | will be their God, and they

shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and

be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
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and | will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto y ou, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters,2Cerai th the I
6:14 -18).

Some argue that 2 Corinthians 6:14 -18 does not mention marriage, and
they are right. That passage is talking about every aspect of our lives.
What more important yoke could there be in life than marriage?
Certainly this very important command from our Heavenly Fa ther does not
exclude marriage.

One of the most important decisions a person will ever make is who they
marry. Christians should always and only marry faithfu | Christians & not just
someone who calls himself a member. Both parents and children must do their
part to ensure that this is what happens. We know that numbers do not prove

Godds trut h; however, here are some sobering s
two churches of Christ in America.
1 The Church of Christ, B Street, Miami, Oklahoma (1957 -1977).

U Inthese years, only 45% of the marriages (64 out of 143) were
Christian to Christian.

U Is it any wonder why the church has been growing so weak during
these years?

U  When Christians married non  -Christians, 79% of Christians left the
faith, and 32% divorced.

U When Christians married Christians, 92% remained faithful, and only
3% divorced.

1 Bridges Street Church of Christ, Wynne, Arkansas (1962 -1981).

U Inthese years,only  27% of the marriages (28 out of 104) were
between Christians.

U  When Christians married non  -Christians, 80% of Christians left the
faith, and 30% divorced.

U  When Christians married Christians, 86% remained faithful, and 14%
divorced.

1 Overall, 63% of marriages in the two congregations were Christian to
non - Christian; of these, 76% of Christians became unfaithful, and 31%
divorced. In Christian -to-Christian marriages, 90% remained faithful,
and only 6.5% divorced.

Statistics aren't the reason we should do anyth ing, but these certainly
demonstrate God's wisdom in this matter. Can we, should we teach very
little girls and boys that they need to choose Christian mates when they grow

up? It may be too late to try to teach that concept after they are in their teen

years and already interested in someone.

THINGS ABOUT MARRI AGE WE MUST CONSIDER

As a woman becomes a wife, she also becomes a keeper at home ( Titus
2:5). She is to guide the house ( 1 Tim. 5:14 ). The virtuous woman in

41| Page



Proverbs 31 has many wonderful qualities which could be studied and
discussed. There are good and bad choices, which definitely affect how well
this role can be fulfilled.

Fortunately for many of us, being a good v
saying we seek to attain to that status, = we acknowledge that we are not
expert (1 Cor. 8:2 ). Included in this category are those who are preparing
and maybe those who are already wives.

T ATherefore shall a man | eave his father and
unto hiswife;and t hey shall beGena24 ¥l esho (

T Al wi | | therefore that the younger women ma
house, give none occasion to the advlersary
Tim. 5:14 ).

What will make your dreams and goals come true? What about that
white dress? Decisions you make from the time you are very young will

impact the rest of your life as a wife (Gal. 6:7 -8). One thing is necessary
for every marriage and that is preparation & not just buying or making the
perfect white dress. Traditionally , the white dress is symbolic of purity, and
we must not make a mockery of it if we have not lived a pure life.
T AAnd | John saw the holy <city, new Jerusal
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned fRev. her h
21:2).

1 f L eus be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was
granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:
for the fine linen is the righteousness of saint s O(Rev. 19:7 -8).

AS WIVES, WE ARE COMMANDED TO
ADORN OUR HEARTS TOO.

T ALIi kewi s e, ye Wwives, be in subjection to yo
obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the
conversation of the wives; While they behold you r chaste conversation
coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that outward

adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting

on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that

which is not corruptible, even the orn ament of a meek and quiet

spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this

manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God,

adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even

as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as

long as ye do well, and are not afrai d with any ambReedlent o (
6).
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T AThou bl i nd cléahsa first tha which is within the cup and

platter , t hat the outside of thMah238y). be cl ean
THE NEED FOR PREPARATION
|l s being a good wife automatic? t hae s o, t h

given the direction He does.

AThat t h etgach rthe young women to be sober, to love
their husbands, to love their children, To be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the
word of God be notTitus2xssSphemedo (

If you think you already know enough and have the qualities you
need to be a good wife, beware !
T AHe that trusteth in his own heart is a foo
shall be de&rou28e6G ¢do (
T ATrust i n t he L ORDheawiandhleararotl untd thimenown
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
pat hs. Be not wise i Prot.B5 it own eyes: o (

WHAT ABOUT ON THE JOB TRAINING?

0 So you say youdre pretty busy now,ouamomh besi de
for years, and itdés not that big of a deal
already know as you go along.

U0 Well, you could do that! So could a brain surgeon learn on the job, but he

might make a few critical mistakes here and there! That ob viously is not

optimal.

U LIFE IS REAL -TIME . Moments sometimes make the difference! Being a

wife is a full time job . I't i snét opti mal to just start
along the way, because there just isnét TI ME
when youdre in the middle of it! The more
mi stakes you wil/ mak e, and t hewlbbeltt e Adbr ai

need to prepare.
PREPARATI ON WILL GET YOU A BETTER #ACA

IF you prepare yourself now, does it seem reasonable to assume that the
Lord might TRUST you with an even better husband and children? Consider
Bible examples, of women like Mary and Ruth who made themselves ready for
a good marriage. AHouse and riches are the
prudent wife is fRom:Mh)e LORDO (

| t 6s a | o tprem@es thanrto triy to UNDO and FIX later! This is no
joke! Be wise and ¢ ircumspect, remembering the ten virgins. Five were wise
and five were foolish.
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PREPARATION TIME IS FINITE;
YOUORE TI CKI NG OFF YOUR HOURS!

ASo teach wus to number our days, that we
wi s d o mRsa. 90:12 ). IF you honestly and truly want to be a good wife, what
are you doing about it right now?

HOW TO PREPARE

First and most basic would be to decide whether we would sow
to the flesh or to the spirit . ABe not decei ved; God i s
whatsoever a m an soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of
the Spirit reap | Gd. &:7 e8). e Wil avs tive o dives (unto
our sel ves or acc o urgose? dhe basis dbyodr difs wilpdetermine
the basis of your marriage and its' SUCCESS OR FAILURE. How does God tell
us to prepare? What should be the aim of an unmarried girl?

1 "nThere is difference also between a wife
woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in
body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the
worl d, how she may pl elaCore7.38er husbando (

a

T 0For God hath not called wus wunto urll eanne

Thess. 4:7 ). We see from this passage that the opposite of uncleanness
(or impurity) is holiness.

T AHaving t herefore t hese promi ses, dearl vy

ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fearof Go d & Cdr. 7:1 ).

FROM WHAT (PARTICULARLY) DO WE NEED
TO CLEANSE OURSELVES?

To be a Agol do vessel, we musti Nelveeer tyhaed telsfst

the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them

that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from

iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver,

but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If

a man therefore  purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto

honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto

every good work. Flee also youthful lusts . but follow righteousness, faith,
charity, peace, with them that call dTHim.t he
2:19 -22).

Greek #1 939. epithumia, ep -ee-thoo -mee'-ah; from G1937; a longing
(especially for what is forbidden): -concupiscence, desire, lust (after). #1937.
epithumeo, ep -ee-thoo-meh'-o; from G1909 and G2372; to set the heart
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upon, i.e. long for (rightfully or otherwise): -- covet, desire, would fain, lust
(after).

WHAT SPIRITUAL QUALITIES DO WE NEED TO LEARN
BEFORE WE CAN BECOME A GOOD WIFE?

SUBMISSION, OBEDIENCE

1 Greek 5293. To subordinate; reflex. to obey: -- be under obedience
(obedient), put under

T A Wi v esgbmit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is
subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own h usbands in every
t hi nigpb. 5:22 -24).

1 A Wi v essbmit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the

L or dGml. 3618 ).

| f we canot | earn t o obey t he parents Go
authorities, how do we expect to automatically obey a husband?
REVERENCE
1 Greek 5399. To frighten, i.e. (pass.) to be alarmed; by and To be in awe
of, i.e. revere: --be (+ sore) afraid, fear (exceedingly), reverence
T AiNevertheless |l et every one of you in part.i
himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband 0 Eph.
5:33).
1 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and
we gave them reverence : shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of Helpl2Ri)2s, and | iveo (
Once agai n, i f we donot reverence our par
expect to ob ey the command to reverence our husband or our
Heavenly Father?
SERVITUDE
T A"And the LORD God said, It is not good that
will make himan help meet f or Geni2m® ). (Hebrew 5828; aid 0
help)
T A"AAnd when David heard that Nabal was dead,

LORD, that hath pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of
Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil: for the LORD hath returned
the wickedness of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and
communed with Abigail, to take her to him to wife. And when the
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servants of David were come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake unto her,

saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. And she

arose, and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let
thine handmaid be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord

And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon an ass, with five damsels

of hers that went after her; and she went after the messengers of David,

andbec ame hi s 1@amf256:89 ¢42).

T A"Who then is a faithful and wise servant
over his hou®Meatth2disd &?0 (

T ABut he that is greatest amongMstto28:11s hal I be
CONSIDERATION

There is difference also b etween a wife and a virgin. The unmarried
woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body
and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how
she may please herhusband o 1(Cor.7:34 ).

) W

We need to remem ber that we are indebted to the husband for
his protection and care of us. We do not want to be like Israel was
with God.
T AThe ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his

not know, my people dtsdah3 hot consider o (

WHO IS MORE WORTHY OF OUR ENCOURAGEMENT AND
CONSIDERATION THAN OUR OWN HUSBANDS? AAnd | et us consi de
another to provoke unto | oHeb.106240d. t o good wor ks

BEING AN HONOR, NOT A SHAME

4586. venerable |, i.e. honorable

T AStrength and hrochothingr andasheeshalh ejoice in time to
c 0 me Bro.B1:25 ).

f AA virtuous woman is a crown to her husba
ashamed is as rottennPeosl24i).n his boneso (

T AHer husband is known in the gates, when he

the | a rPtbo31:23 ).

1 Far be it that we should envy our neighbor and especially our spouse of
his position. AA sound heart is the | ife
rottenness of PtoH&30b)oneso (

1T AEven so must t lygraver, nonwslandersrs, b sober, faithful in all
t hi nddim. 3(11 ).

If we are not diligent and careful to be an honor to our parents,
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will we understand how to honor our husbands? Consider what we do
every day that may or may not bring honor to our parents or our

husbands.
TRUSTWORTH INESS
T "Even so must their wives be ¢faghfule,inaiot sl a
t hi nddim3:11 ).

T AThe heart of her hutwudi ainiter, gbthathe shadl haeel vy
no need o fPros pldl I).o (
T AShe wil|l do him gootheanaysonfrevidi:12a4)i f e o (

THERE ARE MANY THINGS EVERY WIFE SHOULD BE. ARE
YOU LEARNING TO BE A GOOD WIFE NOW?

QUESTIONS:
1. What is the command for those seeking to be married (2 Cor. 6:14 -18)?
Was this command only written for those getting marr ied?
3.  What sad story might be told of those who marry outside the body of
Christ?
What example does the Lord give for the wife to follow (Eph. 5: 22 -24)?

In whose position is the husband actually when the wife is commanded
to obey him (Eph. 5: 24)?

6. Why then isthe woman not allowed to teach her head (1 Tim. 2:11 -12)?

7. What example does the Lord give to describe the reverence we should
have toward God (Heb. 12:9)?

8. What was the purpose that God had in mind for creating woman (Gen.

2:18)?
9. Can we know if Abigail  actually washed the feet of David's servants after
she became his wife (1 Sam. 25:39 -42)?

10. How does this compare with the "widow indeed" (1 Tim. 5:5, 10)?

11. Does God's calling for the woman to be humble mean that she will be
last (worth less) in eternity (Ma tt. 23:11)?

12. What does the Lord expect the mind of the wife be toward her husband
(1 Cor. 7: 34)?

13. Will a woman bring shame to her husband or a crown of glory to him
(Pro. 12:4)?

14. Should the wife be envious of her husband's position (Pro. 14:30)?
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15. Are the qualities required of an elder's wife qualities everyone should
have (1 Tim. 3:11)?

16. Will a worthy wife ever intentionally do evil to her husband (Pro. 30:12)?
17. What does God think of a contentious woman (Pro. 21:9)?
18. What is a contentious wife like (Pro. 19: 13)?

19. To be honest, must we always say everything that comes into our minds
(Pro. 29:11)?

20. What is on the tongue of the worthy woman (Pro. 31:26)?
21. What is the woman's responsibility (1 Tim. 5:14)?

22. What did it mean that Daniel chastened himself before the Lor d (Dan.
10:12)?

23. Whose word does the worthy woman seek in order to grow in wisdom (1
Cor. 2:13)?

24. What does the Lord think of a person who finds wisdom and gets
understanding (Pro. 3:13)?

25. What is a major characteristic of God's children (Matt. 5:9)?

26. How does God plan for women to learn to love their husbands (Titus
2:4)?

27. Does God expect all women to know how to love their husbands without
being taught (Titus 2:4)?

28. Who is the one who is responsible for making us what we are (1 Cor.
4:7)?

29. Where should our confi dence be to make it possible for us to become
what we should (1 John 5:14 -15)?

30. Is it worth it to marry unscripturally and lose our souls in eternity (Matt.
16:26)?
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A HELP MEET FOR HIM

Lesson 6

And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be

alone; | will make him an help meet for him . 19 And out of the
ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every

fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would

call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that

was the name thereof. 20 And Adam gave nam es to all cattle, and

to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for
Adam there was not found an help meet for him (Gen. 2:18 -
20).

The original Hebrew term help meet is defined in St r o n @Gancordance
as aid , helper , companion , or mate and was used by God to describe Eve
before she was created as Adam's spouse ( Gen. 2:118 ). Evebs position (
ours) has not changed since creation. If we can get that fact firmly fixed in
our minds, our job as helper, companion or mate will be much easier. The
reason for our existence is to fulfill that role while we are on this earth.

HOW CAN YOUBE AHELP MEET TO YOUR HUSBAND ?

Note especially the idea of the virtuous woman and how she was a
particularly good example as a help meet for her husband.

Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.

11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that

he shall have no need of spoil. 12 She will do him good and

not evil all the days of her life. 13 She seeketh wool, and flax,
and wo rketh willingly with her hands. 14 She is like the merchants’
ships; she bringeth her food from afar. 15 She riseth also while it

is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to

her maidens. 16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the
fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 17 She girdeth her loins
with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. 18 She perceiveth that
her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. 19
She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the
distaff. 20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she
reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 21 She is not afraid of the
snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with

scarlet. 22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; h er clothing
is silk and purple. 23 Her husband is known in the gates,

when he sitteth among the elders of the land . 24 She maketh
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fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant.

25 Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall r ejoice in

time to come. 26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her

tongue is the law of kindness. 27 She looketh well to the ways of

her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. 28 Her

children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also ,

and he praiseth her . 29 Many daughters have done virtuously,

but thou excellest them all. 30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is

vain: but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 31

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own w orks pr aise her

in the gates ( Prov. 31:10 -31).
Should we not aspire to love our husbands the same way she did and be of
value to them as well as to our families and to God? Every young girl ought to
learn Proverbs 31:10 -31 by heart and strive to be like that v irtuous woman.

Why do young women have to be taught to love their husbands? We are

to ié t e a c lyounglwemen to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their
children, To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own

husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed o0 Tit. 224 -5).

Godds kind of | ove, spiritual | ove, S
of the world.  As you study each quality, take note and understand that Godods
kind of love is not an emotion but a way of life . fi C hisy rsuffereth long,

and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,

thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; Bear eth all
t hings, believeth all/l things, hopet hl Cod |
13:4 -7).

Most people intuitively understand one reason for marriage even if they
have not specifical |l y Nevdrtiebsse do avold éornitatopi c .,
let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband 0
(1 Cor. 7:2 ). fiTwo are better than one ; because they have a  good reward
for their labour . For if they fall , the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to
him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.
Again, if two lie together, then they have heat : but how can one be warm
alone? And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him ; and a
threefold cord is not quickly broken 0 (Eccl. 4:9 -12).

So who should get marr ied, and what is the difference between
those married and those who are not ? fBut if they cannot contain, let
them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn 0 1(Cor.7:9 ). iFor I would
that all men were even as | myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God,
one after this manner, and another after that 0 1(Cor. 7:7 ). fBut as God hath
distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk.
And so ordain | in all churches 0 1(Cor. 7:17 ) . But &nd if thou marry, thou
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hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such
shall have trouble in the flesh: but | spare you 0 1Cor.7:28 ).

What isthe d  uty of each companion toward the other and toward
God? fiLet the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise
also the wife unto the husband. 4 The wife hath not power of her own body,
but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own
body, but the wife. 5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent
for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come
together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency o 1Cor. 7:3 -
5).

There is a fine balance between being concerned about how to
please the mate and yet not loving the world or the things of the
world. fiBut | would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried
careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33
But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may
please h is wife. 34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The
unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both
in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world,
how she may please her hus band o (1 Cor. 7:32 -34). flLove not the world,
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of
the Fatheris notin him 0 1(gohn 2:15 ).

Every wife has fundamental duties required of her as a help meet

for her husband. In every generation the help meet should:
a. Fulfill the duty of marriage
b. Be concerned with pleasing the husband ac
commands
c. Take care of food and clothing
d. Guard and keep the home
e. Train the children
f.Literally stand fAin fimlbisnnwodk or opposite hi
Let us all ponder the paths our marriages are taking. What 6s ¢t he
ultimate purpose of the husband and wife relationship in the eternal plan of
God (above and beyond the physical reason) ? Why bother making male and
female and husband and wife r el at i o rAf khings ? wdik together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among m any brethren 6 (Rom.
8:28 -29). The relationship between husband and wife, as with everything else
in our |lives, i's to help us to be conformed t

and wise stewards and  to enable us to serve  and reign with him eternally.
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Do my husband and | have goals for ourselves and for our

marriage? How can | reap eternal treasure in my marriage? Can | sow to
eternal t hings ( t Be nbthdeceivedp Gadiig not? mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his

flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of
the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not 0 G@l 6:7 -9).

What are our spiritual,  eternal goals? One goal should be that both
of us might not only be saved, but that each of us could be vessels of gold ( 2
Tim. 2:20 -21). Another goal could be that through our marriage we could
each have great treasure laid up in heaven ( Matt . 6:19 -20). As his help meet,
I mi ght have the goal of saving my husbandds s
Christian ( 1 Pet. 3:1 -2).

How do | go about sowing to the spirit in my marriage when God himself
says the very nature of marriage changes my focus?

fiBut | would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried

careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please

the Lord: But he that is married careth for the things that are of

the world, how he may please his wife. There is difference also
between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the

things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit:

but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she

may please her husband 0 (1 Cor. 7:32 -34).

Our goal may be reached by doing even the smallest things for
the right motive. AANnd whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him o Col. 3:17 ).
A Ad whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;
knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye
serve the Lord Christ 0 (Col. 3:23 -24). | can have a higher standard by
foll owing God?®osn my omamaga ¢ sb eying my husband as Christ ;
fulfilli ng my God -given duties; learning to love him andby sowing Athe frui
the spirito: |l ove, joy, peace, (Gao52g 9.uf fering,

What things tend to make us grow weary in our marriages?
Sometimes negative thoughts and attitudes are caused by focusing on the little

things and not the big picture. How can these things be overcome by hope?

AiLet us not be weary in well doing, for in due
not &al (6:9 ). Marriage isn 0t al wayHuebhanpds arenot fl awl e
neither are we! lcannot if i X0 my husband, but | caMo sur e
matter what the earthly A malstbd flacanddve greagt mar r i a
hope for reaping eternal good, s forfthislroll f. My | ow Gc
relationship to my husband can give me experience to be: faithful ; Oobedient ;

temperate ; selfless in the service of the Master. Note particularly what
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tends to make us weary in our marriages 0 especially when
husband/wife relationships are not easy?

1 Husband not loving wife as his own body ASo ought men to |
their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth
it, even as the LbBph&28 42%). churcho (

1 Husband not giving honor to the wife as the weaker
vessel é dlikewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and

as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your praye rs be not

hindered (1 Pet. 3:7 ).
1 Husband accusing falsely fiHaving a good conscience; that, whereas

they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely

accuse your good conversation in Christo (1
1 Husband not forgiving mistakes ASo l i kewi se shall my

Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his
brother their Matt B8P 3d.sseso (

1 Husband carrying a grudge nBe ye angry, and sin not:
go down upon yd&phrd:286n.at ho (

1 Husband taking vengeance or getting even ADearly beloved, a\
not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written,
Vengeance is mine; | will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy

hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt
heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil wit HRong d2dld 621§.

1 Husband using threats, ridicule or hatred to control fiNeither as
being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the fll ocko
Pet. 5:3 ).

1 Husband being an untoward (wicked) master AANnd, ye masters,
the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your
Master also is in heaven; neither is there
(Eph. 6:9 ).

ARE WE SERVING OUR MATES AS WE SERVE CHRIST

AiYe are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men 0 1Cor.7:23 ). So
what is this all about & not serving men?

AServants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as
unto Christ; Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the
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servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; With
good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men :
Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same

shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free 0 Efph.
6:5 -8).

ARE WE TRULY WORKING FOR THE LORD?

He that regardeth the day, rega rdeth it unto the Lord; and he that
regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that

eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that

eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. For

none of us liveth to h imself, and no man dieth to himself. For
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die

unto the Lord:  whether we live therefore, or die, we are the

Lord's . For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived,

that he might be Lord both of the dead and living 0 R6m. 14:6 -9).

Notice in the book of Malachi who was weary with their duties to
the Lord. Have we , like the Israelites, been unjustly  weary in our

marriage relationships?

fiWho is there even among you that would shut the doors for
nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I
have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither will |

accept an offering at your hand. 11 For from the rising of the sun
even unto the going down of the same my name shall be grea t
among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered

unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great

among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts. 12 But ye have
profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the Lord is polluted; and
the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible. 13 Ye said also,

Behold, what a weariness is it! and ye have snuffed at it,

saith the Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn,

and the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering:

should | acc  ept this of your hand? saith the Lord. 14 But
cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth,

and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: for | am a great King,

saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful among the
heathen (Mal. 1:10 -14).

What was Godo6s r espons anjusto weatiness displayed by
these people? AYe said al so, Behol d, wh at a wearin
snuffed at it, saith the Lord of hosts; and ye brought that which was torn, and
the lame, and the sick; thus ye brought an offering: should | accept this of
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your hand? saith the Lord. 14 But curs ed be the deceiver, which hath in
his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt

thing: for | am a great King, saith the Lord of hosts, and my name is

dreadful among the heathen (Mal. 1:13 -14).

OTHER REASONS FOR WEARINESS

Sometimes we have tribulation from those outside and inside the family ,
or we may have normal physical issues that are a deterrent to peace
T AWherefore | d daini noteat my h aribulatioes  for you , which is

your glEph 318 ).(
fiBut ye, brethren, be not weary in welldoing 0 2(Thess. 3:13 ).

M i F oaonsider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, | est ye be wearied andebfl2Bnt i n your n

T AFor which cause wé¢oufhaourmodtwan enan; parigh , yet
the inward man is renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory; 18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but
at the things which are not se en: for the things which are seen are

tempor al ; but the things which2€€aretlnot seeil
18).
1 ATherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labouris notinvaininthelord 0 1Cor. 15:58 ).
1T "nBe not deceived; God is not mocked: for v
that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting. 9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint not. 10 As we have therefore

opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are
of the househoGad6:70-f10)f ai t ho (

If weariness in doing well were not a common temptation, there
would have been no need for so many scriptures addressing that very
issue . fiTo them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and
honour and immortality, eternal life 0 (Rom. 2:7 ). Do we have hope of
reaping in due season ? fBe patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of
the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth,
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye
also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh o]
(James 5:7 ).
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WE MUST NOT FAINT

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting

God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,

neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 29 He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he
increaseth strength. 30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary,

and the young men shall utterly fall: 31 But they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings

as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,

and not faint  (lsa. 40:28 -31).

9 fBut he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved 0 (Matt.
24:13 ).

1 And he spake a parable  unto them to this end, that men ought always to
pray, and not to faint; 2 Saying, There was in a city a judge, which
feared not God, neither regarded man: 3 And there was a widow in that
city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 4
And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself,
Though | fear not God, nor regard man; 5 Yet because this widow
troubleth me, | will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary
me. 6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge s aith. 7 And shall
not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though
he bear long with them? 8 | tell you that he will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth? ( Luke 18:1 -8).

1 A Wh efore | desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is
y our g ldoRorythis cause | bow my knees unto the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named, 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what
is the breadth, and lengt  h, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
the fulness of God. 20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us, 21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen ( Eph. 3:13 -21).

9 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the endo
(Heb. 3:6 ).
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1 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our
confidence stedfast unto the end 0 Heéb. 3:14 ).

1 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise. 37 For yet a lit tle while, and he that shall
come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith:
but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But
we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that
believe to the s aving of the soul (Heb. 10:35 -39).

1 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that
endu red such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied
and faint in your minds ( Heb. 12:2 -3).

WHAT ABOUT THE IMMEDIATE REWARD FOR HUSBANDS
WHO ARE NOT RIGHTEOUS ?
1T ABecause sentence against an evi l wor k I
therefore the heart o f the sons of men is fully s
(Eccl. 8:11 ).
1 Are we able to accept these facts of life and move on to do our duty
before the Lord in spite of trouble ? Will every husband do his duty
before God, or will there be a few like Nabal who are fools? Remember
to keep the  focus on  our duty as help meet
DO WE UNDERSTAND GODO6 S VI EWOWS AND
CONTRACTS? JUST HOW SERIOUS ARE THEY ?
The c ommitment God expects of us in our marriages is generally lacking
today. Some couples seem not to be respecting their vows before God. One
woman said she had no problem using Al ove, hon
ceremony, because her intended could take a joke as well as anyone. It was
evident she had no inte  ntion of loving, h  onoring or obeying if such did not suit
her.
Another woman sai d she deli berately read novel s i
for times when her husband approached her romantically . Can there be any
difference in a man looking at a woman to lust after her and a woman reading

a novel to cause herself to lust? Women would appreciate their husbands
more if they would get their noses out of the fake "Romeo" of the trash novels
and see their men the way God tells them to! Women do not realize how

mu ch of themselves they hold back because their husbands do not make them

feel the way the books make them think they should feel. Reading and
imagining such experiences is disastrous to a marriage! Do we need to be
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reminded that it is not only what we do when we walk out of our door, but
what we do inside the confines of our home that matters to God? Faithfulness
to our vows is not limited to the physical body but should be part of the mind

and heart as well.

EXAMPLES OF FAITHFUL SOULS WHO VOWED
A. Men made vows when they were in trouble (Judges 11:29 -30).
B. David made vows when he was in trouble (Psa. 66:13 -14).

C. David had vows to perform daily (Psa. 61:8 ).

SOME OLD TESTAMENT LAWS REGARDING VOWS

fANnd Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the
children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the Lord hath
commanded. 2 If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an
oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he

shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth. 31If a
woman also vow a vow unto the Lord, and bind herself by a bond,

being in her father's house in her youth; 4 And her father hear her
vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her soul, and her

father shall hold his peace at her: then all her vows shall stand,
and every bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall stand. 5

But if her father disallow her in the day that he heareth; not any of

her vows, or of her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall

stand: and the Lord shall forgive her, because h er father
disallowed her. 6 And if she had at all an husband, when she
vowed, or uttered ought out of her lips, wherewith she bound her

soul; 7 And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the

day that he heard it: then her vows shall stand, and her bonds
wherewith she bound her soul shall stand. 8 But if her husband
disallowed her on the day that he heard it; then he shall make her

vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips,
wherewith she bound her soul, of none effect: and the Lord shall
forgive her. 9 But every vow of a widow, and of her that is
divorced, wherewith they have bound their souls, shall stand
against her. 10 And if she vowed in her husband's house, or bound

her soul by a bond with an oath; 11 And her husband heard it, and
held his peace at her, and disallowed her not: then all her vows

shall stand, and every bond wherewith she bound her soul shall

stand. 12 But if her husband hath utterly made them void on the

day he heard them; then whatsoever proceeded out of her lips
concerning her vows, or concerning the bond of her soul, shall not
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stand: her husband hath made them void; and the Lord shall

forgive her. 13 Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the

soul, her husband may establish it, or her husband may make it
void. 14 But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from

day to day; then he establisheth all her vows, or all her bonds,

which are upon her: he confirmeth them, because he held his

peace at her in the day that he heard them. 15 But if he shal | any
ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he shall

bear her iniquity. 16 These are the statutes, which the Lord
commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, between the

father and his daughter, being yet in her youth in her father's

house (Num. 30:1 -16).

The Jews were commanded not to make inquiry after they made a vow.
Al't i s a snare to the man who devoureth that w
make 1 ngRrovr29:26 ).

A deformed animal was accepted as freewill offering, but not a vow.
AEi ther a bullock or a | amb that hath any thi
parts, that mayest thou offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it shall not
be accepeve2d:?d3 Y

WHAT WAS GODO0S RESPONSE TO THOSE WHO DI I
VOWS OR WHO SPOKE EMPTY WORDS?

T AFor a dream cometh through the multitude
voice is known by multitude of words. 4 When thou vowest _a vow unto
God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which
thou hast vowed. 5 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that
thou shouldest vow and not pay. 6 Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy
flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error:
wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of
thine hands ? 7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are
al so divers vanities:Ecdd&8 -M.ear t hou Godo (

T ABut I s ay TUhattevery ydle word that men shall speak, they
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words
thou shalt be jJjustified, and by thy words

(Matt. 12:36 -37).

VOWS OR COVENANTS BEFORE GOD ARE THE BASIS OF

STABI LITY IN MARRIAGE. fivet ye say, Wherefore? Because the Lord
hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth, against whom thou

hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy
covenant 0 (Mal. 2:14 ).
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T We see Godbés poodbtenariromge i n the NeAnd Test an
| say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso
marrieth her which is put aw@®gtl®8t)h commi t

1 What isthe w arning if we allow anything to keep us from being

faithful to each other ? fWherefore they are no more twain, but one
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder
(Matt. 19:6 ).

GOD REJECTE D ISRAEL BECAUSE OF BROKEN VOWS

And this have ye done again, covering the altar of the Lord with
tears, with weeping, and with crying out, insomuch that he
regardeth not the offering any more, or receiveth it with good will

at your hand. 14 Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because the Lord hath
been witne ss between thee and the wife of thy youth, against
whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion,

and the wife of thy covenant. 15 And did not he make one? Yet
had he the residue of the spirit. And wherefore one? That he might

seek a godly s eed. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none

deal treacherously against the wife of his youth. 16 For the Lord,
the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away: for one
covereth violence with his garment, saith the Lord of hosts:
therefore ta ke heed to your spirit, that ye deal not treacherously
(Mal. 2:13 -16).

WILL WE BE HEIRS TOGETHER OF ETERNAL BLESSINGS?

fiLikewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving

honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered (1 Pet. 3:7 ). |If we
follow these principles, we will inherit God6s f a&Remember the church

will be married to Christ in eternity. What better way to train us for

that position tha n to give us a marriage here on earth through which

we learn!

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself
ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto
me, These are the true sayings of God (Rev. 19:7 -9).
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PRESENT DAY M ARRIAGE IS A TESTING GROUND TO
DISCERN OUR FAITHFULNESS

He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and

he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 11 If therefore
ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if ye have not been
faithful in that which is another man's, who shall give you that

which is your own ? (Luke 16:10 -12).

For our own encouragement, let us look at a few examples of
women in the scriptures who were faithful helpmeets d some in good
circumstances and some who endured adversity.

RUTH6 S NAME MEANS FEMALE GROARENINI Shélwas a
Moabites descended from Lot (  Gen. 19:36 -37; Neh. 13:1 -3), married to the
son of Naomi. After her husband died, she was free to go back to her family
and to her religion . We know she chose to serve the God of Heaven and live
as a servant to Naomi the rest of her life. Having proved her faithfulness in
serving her first husband and then her faithfulness in serving Naomi, she was
given another duty to serve Boaz and become part of the lineage of Christ.

Most everyone who studies Old Testament history knows the account of
Abigail, wife of Nabal in 1 Sam. 25 . Likely, because of his foolishness, she
had to cover for him day after day to keep someone from killing him. Abigail
was a faithful help meet even in adversity! Both wise and prudent, she
continually served a froward husband because she understood tha t she was
serving the living God by serving him

PRISCILLA WAS A GODLY HELP M EET FOR AQUILA . In Acts 18:18

Paul, along with  Priscilla and Aquila , went to Syria for preaching . In Acts
18:22 we see that Priscilla and Aquila had obeyed the Roman law to exit Rome
when all the Jews were thrust out , but together they found a way to serve
Godds pimanothee place . In Acts 18:26 we see that Priscilla and Aquila
were kind enough to take Apollos aside in the privacy of their own home to
teach him the way of G od more perfectly. Later in Romans 16:3 -4 we read of
Priscilla and Aquila again when Paul sends greetings and mentions how *they*
have laid down their necks for his life I' Not only Paul but also all the churches
in Galatia are thankful for the work they have done . Finally, we read in 1
Corinthians 16:19  that Priscilla and Aquila are with Paul again, serving in Asia
and the church meet s in their home. The u nity between Priscilla and Aquila is
the focus here . With Priscilla being help meet to Aquila as sh e should be, it is
easy to see that they served the Lord together wherever they were.

MARY 0 the mother of Jesus was willing to do whatever task she
was given by the Lord. Maryb6s heart 1is seen clearly

angel 6s di rlaketli3® A38. i niAnd, behol d, thy cousi
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hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her,

who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing shall be impossible. 38 And

Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to
thyword. And the angel d e p a kukeelB6 §3B)o Ve kheulddavé
no doubt that she served Joseph as she served the Lord.

What a blessing Christian men and women have under the law of Christ!
Wives are treasured and honored as the o ne-and -only wife, which should make
our responsibility and our dedication to our husbands even greater (Matt.
19:3 -9; Gen. 2:21 -24). We should not expect the finest clothing or jewels ( 1
Tim. 6:8 ), but be ever grateful that the Lord has given us first pla ce in our
husbandods heart s and i n our marri age rel atio
wonderful hope of a place in eternity as the bride of Christ. What a beautiful
concept that becomes, as we consider our place in eternity.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Whatis the meaning of  the Hebrew term,  help meet ?

2. When ayoung man is  chosen by a sports team to be the manager, what
would be his duties? What if he decides he wants to play in the game
because he has skill ? Thisis atwo -part question requiring full sentences.

3. If a young girl is seeking freedom from the restrictions in her home,
should she seek to be married? Explain why or why not?

4. Sometimes women are married to men who are not as intelligent and they
are tempted to take over the leadership of the marriage. What scriptu res
might they use to protect themselves from this temptation? Keep in mind
that Jesus answered the Devilds temptations
5. In our public school systems today, books, counselors and teachers are
constantly pumping the little girls to Adecide on a careero
pushing them to make fichoices for their 1ive

little girl wants to marry and have a family?

6. List the ways the Virtuous woman in Proverbs 31 was a help meet to her
husband?

7. Inwhat ways was  Abigail a help meet to Nabal?

8. What are some situations that might cause us to become weary as help
meets to our husbands?

9. Are we always justifiably weary? How do you know?

10. List at least ten (10) scriptures that should give us hope even if we are in
a bad situation?

11. Describe what was happening in the service of the temple that caused the
Lord to curse those people (  Mal. 1:10 -14).

12. What are some spiritual/eternal goals we should have in our marriages?
13. How can my husband and | reap eternal treasure in our mar riage?
14. What is the basis for security or stability in a marriage?

RESEARCH QUESTION : Using Bible Women , lessons for Iladies at:

(http://chennaitts.org/pdf/BibleWomenLes01 -31.pdf), choose any  three of the
wives described in that series that we have not alrea  dy talked about  to show
how each was (or was not) a help meet to her husban d.

63| Page



WHAT IS MY ROLE?

Lesson 7

BEING A SERVANT IN THE CHURCH

God has set different ones in the church.

ANow ye are the body of Christ, and member
God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily

prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of

healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all

apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of

miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues?

do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew |

unt o you a more ek@el2i2& nr3l).wayo (

We know that during the first century different members had
different gifts or different manifestations of the g ifts of the Holy
Spirit . Each person had a special place and yet the body worked together in
unison. So we in our generation have different places in the church.
Essentially everyone has some place, some role or some part in the body of
Christ. Even th e more feeble, uncomely, and less honourable are necessary
and worthy of much honor.

For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot
shall say, Because | am not the hand, | am not of the body; is
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it therefore not of the body? And if the ear shall say, Because |
am not the eye, | am not of the body; is it therefore not of the

body? If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing?

If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

But now hath God set the members every one of them in
the body , as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one
member, where were the body? But now are they many
members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say unto the
hand, | have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, |
have no need of you. Nay, muc h more those members of the
body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those
members of the body, which we think to be less honourable,
upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our
uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. For our
comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body
together, having given more abundant honour to that part
which lacked: That there should be no schism in the body; but
that the members should have the same care one for another
(1Cor. 12:14 -25).

The re are many members, many offices and differing gifts.

AFor as we have many members in one body, a
have not the same office: So we, being many, are one body in

Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then

gifts differing accordin g to the grace that is given to us,

whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion

of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that

teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he

that giveth, let him do it w ith simplicity; he that ruleth, with

diligence; he that shewet h meRom.y, with che
12:4 -8).

A woman may aspire to be the wife of a preacher, a deacon or an
elder, but she has to meet certain qualifications laid down for her by
God. Notonly d oes the elder or deacon himself have to be qualified for that
work, but his whole family must meet certain criteria, and that puts a heavy
responsibility on the wife to work together with her husband to see that such
is possible.

A bishop then must be blam eless, the husband of one wife,
vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to
teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre;
but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well
his own house, having his chil dren in subjection with all
gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how
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shall he

take care of the church of God?) Not a novice, lest

being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the
devil. Moreover he must have a good rep ort of them which are
without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil ( 1

Tim. 3:2

Likewise
given to
mystery

-7).

must the deacons be grave, not double -tongued, not
much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the
of the faith in a pure cons cience. And let these also

first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being

found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not
slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be
the husbands of one wife, ruling their child ren and their own
houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon

well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness

he faith which 1T8m.3& -18hri st Jesuso (

i n t

Women can be a servant of the church
. Or they can be full o f good

(Rom. 16:1 )

reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have
lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the
afflicted, ifshe havedil i gently foll owed e%&Em§10gpod

In the New Testament women taught other women, children,

and those who had not been baptized into the body of Christ

18:24 -26).
everywh

Women today can have a part in helping to save souls
e r e . ort théréfore,etihah first of all, supplications, prayers,

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all

that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty. For this is good an d acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the

knowledge of the truth 0 1(Tim2:1 -4). Every day there will be decisions to
make that could cause a woman to be a good, or not -s0-good, servant in the

church.

If you are the wife of an elder or preacher, you will be the example for
other women in the church. Every woman (young or old) should serve as an
example; however, in this special role you will be the focus for many in the
church who are new to the faith or immature. Your husband will have
respect or shame, depending on how you conduct yourself as his
helpmeet  (Pro. 31:23 ).

SO WHY CAN A WOMAN NOT TEACH IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE
SAINTS? NOTICE HOW THE ASSEMBLY WAS TO BE CONDUCTED.

nHow

is it t hen, brethren? when ye

you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a
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revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto
edifying. 27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by

two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one
interpret. 28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in

the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God. 29 Let the
prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. 30 If any

thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his

peace. 31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn,

and all may be comforted. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are

subject to the prophets. 33 For God is not the author of ¢ onfusion,
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. 34 Let your women
keep silence in the churches . for it is not permitted unto
them to speak ; but they are commanded to be under obedience,

as also saith the law. 35 And if they will learn any thing, let them
ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak

in the church. 36 What? came the word of God out from you? or

came it unto you only? 37 If any man think himself to be a

prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things th at |

write unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 38 But if any

man be ignorant, let him be ignorant. 39 Wherefore, brethren,

covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues. 40 Let

all things be done decently and in order (1Cor. 14:26 -40).
WH AT WERE SOME NEW TESTAMENT ASSEMBLY ACTIVITIES?

The New Testament assemblies are commanded ( Heb. 10:25 ) and

certain activities are commanded in these assemblies.
1 Lord's Supper: Acts 20:7 , 1 Cor. 11:20, 33
9 Instruction and exhortation: Acts 20:7 , 1 Cor. 14:26 -33
1 Singing: 1 Cor. 14:15, 26
1 Prayer: 1Cor.14:15 -17
1 Discerning/understanding the teaching: 1 Cor. 14:29
1 Conviction of anon -Christian: 1 Cor. 14:23 -25

There were other assemblies that were called for specific purposes in
which all of the members did not necessarily participate.

i Establishing plans, making decisions: Acts 6:1 -5, 15:22
1 Selection and appointment of special servants: Acts 6:5 -6
1 Reporting matters of spiritual concern: Acts 14:27

1 Confronting an impenitent brother, and delivering him to Satan: 1 Cor.
5:4 -5, Matt. 18:17
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As we can readily see, some activities in New Testament involved the
assemblies where all were gathered together and some were more limited
assemblies in which there were certain ones who gathered to discuss a specific
problem(s). Not all activities in each meeting or assembly were acts of
worship. Though we worship when all are gathered together, the scriptures do
not specifically command his children to have a "wor ship service" as some
speak of it. The purpose given for all activity in the assemblies when all were
gathered togetherlQoa$42609. 6edi fyodo (

One of the activities carried on during a specific assembly is
remembering the Lordoés Silmpertisita be ob3ehved o tbe d 0 s
first day of the week & each Lord's Day. Another duty we have when we
assemble together on the first day of the week is to give as we have been
prospered. Other activities are not so regulated. Some naturally would be
included in most (if not all) assemblies (e.g. teaching/preaching and prayer),
while others would be carried out only at spec
and giving).

Regarding the assembly, (which is the same Greek word as is
translated church @ literally the called out ones), Paul says in 1 Cor. 14:34 -35:
ALet the women keep silent in the churches (¢
permitted to speak, but let them subject themselves, just as the Law also
says. 35 And if they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands
at home; for It I's I mproper for a woman to s
Ladies, this is not talking about a building the church owns. This is
talking about an assembly of the saints wherever they all gather
together and where Ch rist is present (Matt. 18:20 ).

1 CORINTHIANS 14:26 IS A O6COVERALLS® RULE TO DEFI
ASSEMBLIES WHERE ALL ARE GATHERED TOGETHER. AHow i s it t he
brethren? when ye come together , every one of you hath a psalm, hath a
doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revel ation, hath an interpretation. Let all things
be done unto edifying . 0 Matthew 18:20 , Jesus promises that where two or
three are gathered together in His name, He will be there in the midst of them.

Consider this question: When Jesus is present, should we follow His rules
or not?  If we don't follow his rules when He is present with us, will He bless
our assembly or not?

Finally, Titus 2:3 -4 tells us that there is a time when the women are
commanded to teach women. The older women are specifically auth orized to
teach the younger women ( Titus 2:3 -5). The Lord speaks through Paul to say
that he does not permit a woman to teach (a man) nor to usurp authority over
aman ( 1Tim.2:11 -15). Sheisto learn in silence . Some redefine the word
'nor' in the exp ression "to teach  nor to usurp authority” to mean "in such a

way as to." Yes, they actually redefine the scripture to say: | permit not a
woman to teach" insuch away asto " usurp authority over the man. That little
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Greek word ' hode ' has never been so translated by any dictionary | have ever

seen. The author of the Greek dictionary may add his commentary  after the

literal definition of the word, but | have never seen a literal definition of
Ohoded to be defined a$." "ThenLords udoes na pemmity a s
*either* action 0 he does not permit a woman to teach (in context, a

Christian man) * nor* to usurp authority over the man. She is to learn in

silence, with all subjection. Some make a distinction between the 'silence’ in 1

Cor. 14:34 and 1 Tim 2:11 -12, but the 1 Tim 2 silence is literally defined in

Strong's as "stillness, i.e. desistance from bustle or language ," and in Thayer's

as fAistillness and silence. 0 That shoul d be

MAY WOMEN HOLD AN OFF ICE IN THE CHURCH TODAY?

Some women demand to hold an office in the church and so they want to
label what they doa  ministry  or some similar title. Remember Thomas and
Al exander Campbell 6s famous statement which
Restoration Movemen t: " We must speak where the Bible speaks, be silent
where the Bible is silent, call Bible things by Bible names and do Bible
things in Bible ways " That statement did not come from scripture and so
holds no authority in itself, but it very closely follows Christos Jphmttern
12:49 -50) and the apostlCa&.243 pAaThese 2:18 (2 Pet1:20 -
21).

Now let us answer the question about whether women may hold
an office in the church. First read the qualification of elders and deacons in
(Titus 1:5 -9;1Tim. 3:1 -13).

For this cause left | thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order

the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as |
had appointed thee: 6 If any be blameless, the husband of one
wife, having faithful children not acc used of riot or unruly. 7 For a

bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled,
not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy
lucre; 8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just,
holy, temperate; 9 Ho  Iding fast the faithful word as he hath been
taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and

to convince the gainsayers ( Titus 1:5 -9).

This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop , he
desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to
hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine, no striker, not

greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not cove tous; 4
One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in
subjection with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to rule his

own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 6 Not a

novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into t he condemnation
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of the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good report of them which

are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 8
Likewise must the deacons (an office) be grave, not
doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre;
9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 10 And let

these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a
deacon , being found blameless. 11 Even so must their wives be
grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all thi ngs. 12 Let the
deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and

their own houses well. 13 For they that have used the office of a
deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great
boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus ( 1Tim. 3:1 -13).

It would seem that there might be an office in the next passage:
AAnd the next day we that were of Paul's comps:
unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist,
which was one of the seven ; and abode w ith him. 9 And the same
man had four daughter s, virgi Ads,21:8viB).ch di d p1
The qualification and assignment for the seven men in Acts 6:1 -6 are
both dramatically different, which strongly indicates that these brethren
did not hold an office, but were assigned a work.

A commend unto you Phebe sewant softhea er , whi ch
church which is at Cenchrea: 2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as
becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath
need of you: for she hath been a succourer of
(Rom. 16:1 -2). Even though Phebe is called, a servant of the church in
Cenchrea, she is not an office holder 0 not a deacon or a deaconess. She
does not meet the qualifications for deacon laid down (1 Tim. 3:8 -13).

What is the source of all other titles of offices in the church today? The
denominati onal worl d has assigned titlveas t o va
the obvious source for the newly adopted pattern in the church. As we see
below, there is nothing in the scriptures that would begin to indicate the
pattern used by the denominations or some liberal churches of Christ today.

The word ministry 0 as def ined in a modern dictionary

1. The service, functions, or profession of a minister of religion.
The body or class of ministers of religion; clergy.
The service, function, or office of a minister of state.

The body of ministers of state.

a b~ w0

(Usually cap. ) any of the administrative governmental departments of
certain countries usually under the direction of a minister of state.
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6. (Usually cap. ) the building that houses such an administrative
department.

7. The term of office of a minister of s tate.
8. An act or instance of ministering; ministration; service.
9. Something that serves as an agency, instrument, or means.
THE WORD MINISTER IS DEFINED IN SCRIPTURE AS:

1 NT:1248 diakonia (dee -ak-on-ee'-ah); from NT:1249; attendance (asa
servant , etc.); figuratively (eleemosynary) aid, (official) service
(especially of the Christian teacher, or techn. of the diaconate):

1 NT:1249 diakonos (dee -ak'-on-o0s); probably from an obsolete diako ( to
run on errands ; compare NT:1377); an attendant , i.e. (geni tive case)
a waiter (at table or in other menial duties ); specially, a Christian
teacher and pastor (technically, a deacon or deaconess):

THE FOLLOWING 6 MI NI STEARRE DESCRI BED I N GOD6S WORD

1 Deacons are given the title of this office ( 1Tim. 3:10,13 ).
Elders are given the title of an office ( 1Tim. 3:1 ).
The apostles were given the title of a ministry ( Acts 1:17 ; Acts 1:25 ;
Acts 20:24 ; Rom. 11:13 ; 1 Tim. 1:12 ; 2Tim. 4:11 ).

1 Old Testament Priests were given the title of office ( Luke 1:8 -9; Heb.

7:5; Heb. 9:21).

1 He uses the term  office (literally practice or deeds) for the different
works of the church ( Rom. 12:4 ).

1 The apostles had the work of ministering of the word but had no title
(Acts 6:4 ).
1 The Holy Spirit called Paul and Barnabas to a specific work bu t they had

no title  (Acts 12:25 ; Acts 21:19 ; 2 Cor. 4:1 ; 2 Cor. 6:3 ).

1 According to the definition this was menial service of any kind but there
was no title (Rom. 12:7 ).

1 Stephanus was giving menial service to his brethren but had no title ( 1
Cor. 16:15 ).
1T The apostles were given the fAminoudbg ya of r e
title, but no one uses that title today. ( 2 Cor. 5:18 ).
Whatever ministry this is it is not given a title ( Eph. 4:12 ).
1 God gave Archippus a specific service to do, but gave it no tit le ( Col.
4:17 ).
1 Timothy was given a service to do but given no title for it ( 2Tim. 45 ).
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1 Christ was given a ministry on earth but no title is given to it ( Heb. 8:6 )

Notice that to none of the ministries mentioned in the New Testament
has a title been give n with the exception of the apostles , elders and
deacons . We do not read of womends ministries;
ministries; outreach ministries; youth ministries or any other kind of ministries
in scripture other than what is described in these passages. Modern religion
allows for everyone (including the women) to have a ministry of some sort,
and where is it getting them? Souls are being lost day after day; churches are
splitting and we are not able to recover many. The churches have become
social organizations and platforms for exhibitionist. When we have any "elite
group" that has to do all the singing (whether it is called a ministry or not), we
have digressed. The group that operates under
called a chorus o r choir, but that is what it is if | cannot stand up with them
and sing if | want to.

| hope these scriptures help you to understand the plan our Heavenly
Fat her has for womends Mworikat nhenr hene®huradie or
these rules apply to every woman of God.

WHAT IS A CHRI STI AN WOMANOGS WORK?

WHAT WOMEN CAN DO
Gary Summers

One need only look at the Bible to find ways to be a great servant in the
kingdom of God. The first way is suggested by 1 Peter 3:1 -2, which involves
setting a good example for an unbelieving husband . Undoubtedly, many
men have been converted by this means. An unblemished life constitutes a
powerful sermon, and it can be preached in eloquent silence.

Second, a woman can be a godly influence in her home -- not only upon
her husb and but upon her children. How was Moses able to make the right
decisions (Heb. 11:24  -26)? Was not the reason that he had been taught by his
mother? Even though Timothy's father was a Greek, his mother Eunice and his
grandmother Lois were positive influenc es in his life. Were it not for their faith,
there might have been one less gospel preacher (2 Tim. 1:5). Many of life's
valuable lessons have been learned at a tender age from mothers.

Women are certainly free with respect to performing acts of kindness.
Dorcas was described as "full of good works and charitable deeds" (Acts 9:36).
Some ladies reflect great talent in this area and are appreciated as much as
anyone in the church. When Peter arrived, "all the widows stood by him
weeping," her loss was so gre at to them (Acts 9:39). Women often "take the
lead" in thoughtfulness and kindness.
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Hospitality is yet another area in which women excel. The Shunammite
woman made Elisha's journey more comfortable (2 Kings 4:8 -10). Lydia
insisted that Paul and Silas stay in her house (Acts 16:15). Only the women
who had practiced hospitality were allowed to be enrolled as those the church
would fully support (1 Tim. 5:9 -10).

Many women have engaged in personal evangelism -- sometimes helping
their husbands, sometimes doing i t on their own. Aquila and Priscilla were a
team that was discussed previously. Today a number of women who are not in
the public work force might show interest in a Bible study. There are also
single women, including mothers, who stand in need of the gosp el. There is
the inspiring story of Elizabeth Bernard, who (though legally blind) went to a
foreign country and entrenched herself in the mission work there. The woman
who so devotes herself to endeavors like these will be rejoicing so much in the
harvest of souls that she will not have time to pity herself because she is
excluded from the public proclamation of the Word.

Women have proven themselves to be excellent teachers. Not only have
they exercised considerable influence in their own homes, but they h ave
edified many other people's children by virtue of the Bible classes they teach.
They can be particularly valuable at teaching younger women the will of God
(Titus 2:3 -5).

So far we have seen the freedom women have and the possibilities in the
realms of evangelism, education, benevolence, and hospitality. Their godly
example in the home and in the church is inestimable. Anything we have
missed can probably be summed up by saying that she can be a servant.
Anyone who aspires to greatness must travel on th e pathway of servanthood.

Jesus was speaking to the multitudes and His disciples when He said:
"But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant" (Matt. 23:11). The
multitudes included women, and they are not excluded or limited in any form
or fashio n. Equally generic is Paul's declaration that "the whole body" is "joined
and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective
working by which every part does its share,” which causes growth in the body
(Eph. 4:16).

We are not told o f any women in the upper room for the "last supper,”
but Jesus took a towel and, by washing their feet, showed His dumbfounded
disciples a lesson in love, humility, and service. Certainly no one is forbidden
on the basis of gender to practice these great v irtues. The New Testament
reveals a multitude of opportunities for women to serve. Every congregation of
God's people usually has more work than it can accomplish. Most of these
tasks do not involve exercising leadership over men, but they are necessary
nevertheless.
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Barnabas was known as the Son of Encouragement (Acts 4:36) because
he possessed that outstanding quality. Many sisters in the kingdom could
rightly be called Daughters of Encouragement for the spiritual boost they have
given to young preachers, song leaders, and Bible class teachers. (Some have
occasionally given some helpful advice, also).

Society practices this precept all the time in relation to sporting events.
The runner is cheered on to victory. In team sports the announcer will
sometimes observe, "The crowd is getting into the game,” meaning that, after
a period of relative silence, they have begun cheering and trying to pump up
the players. In basketball or hockey arenas the female fans do not say, "l am
not going to cheer because no wome n are on the team." The ladies who attend
these events encourage the players as loudly as they can.

In the Lord's church men have been appointed for leadership roles. Yes,
women are excluded from that privilege; so are some men. Those who (for
whatever rea son) cannot lead can certainly encourage those who have devoted
themselves to those various tasks. In the body of Christ, not everyone gets to
be the eyes, the ears, or the tongue. But everyone contributes to the well
being of the body (1 Cor. 12:12 -27). C oncerning restrictions, whether natural
or divine, we may all learn contentment by accepting and doing those things
for which we are qualified.

The above article was taken from ARol e

(http://lwww.spiritualperspectives.org/ar ticles/documents/role5.htm )]

OTHER PRACTICAL WORKS A WOMAN MAY DO:

It is especially rewarding to
be able to go \visit various
congregations in our area and see
how they are doing and to
encourage them. It is good to
help the ladies learn in the ladies
Bible classes and to train them to
teach their children. Helping a
sister to make a special
communion cloth so she can feel
she has contributed to the overall
work is a great way to spend the
day. Tutoring village women
and children and helping them
to bec ome literate in order to read the Bible is also rewarding

[t

of

Some time ago, I read an article enti

how those things that often frustrate us in our daily routines really should be

74| Page

Wo me |

ed i



considered as opportunities. The article re ferenced a day in the life of Jesus
and showed how so many interruptions came to Him as He was on the way to

do other good works. His reaction was not to feel oppressed by the
interruptions that came to him, but to use those times to heal or teach. Such

should be our reaction to the days of our |I|iv
planned.

TO THOSE LADIES WHO ARE LONELY, let me say plainly that you
should be the one who approaches others to give them love and comfort

Knowing how it feels to be lonely and afraid should make you more

compassionate to others who might feel the same way. There is always

someone less fortunate that you. Take your tape recorder or CD player and go

to visit a home for the aged or critica lly ill. Play Bible tapes or even acappella

singing of hymns. So many people in the nursing homes never have a chance

to go to church because there is nobody to take them. Women can take a

copy of Sundayds ser mon ainsdrepehtolya twhaetgroipor s hut
who might be willing to listen. It does not have to be on a Sunday afternoon;

it can be anytime! In fact it can be every day of the week if we women are

willing to do it.

God bless you all as you seek to please Him. Never forget to search t he
scriptures to  remind yourself of what you know to do . Everyone has a copy of
the Bible to read and study every day. There should be no problem finding
plenty to read and study.

QUESTIONS:

1. We see that our Heavenly Father was the one in control of organizing and
teaching in the early church. We know that He was working through the
Holy Spirit to direct what was taught. What scripture explains that process?

2. There are differences in fAthingsttemdanteended t c
(the same word us ed for deacon), differences in administrations, but the
same Lord. Though there were many administrations, the early Christians
were not confused because the Lord directing them. What scripture tells us
about this difference?

3. Notice again in that there are diversities of operations.

4. What was the purpose of giving the manifestation of the Spirit (1 Cor.
12:7)?

5. How did the church Aprofito by #Re spiritual
6. What is the purpose of the assembly itself (1 Cor. 14:26)?
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7. Every part of the body was used to help the whole body grow spiritually o)
grow in love for God and one another. Give a scripture that explains that
process.

8. God was actively making sure the faithful children in the early church were

given the revelation of truth they needed. What was this process
(Philippians 3:15)7?

9. We can compare the work in Jesus church to a body (1
Cor. 12:12).

10. What scripture tells us why each member has a special part in the work of
the Lord so that ther erdwisidn? be no fAschi smo

11. If God was fully at work in the early church to make sure every Christian
was fed spiritual food and received the edification he needed, what should
we expect today? tells us that God is still working literally
everything for the good of his chosen people. (The blank requires a
scripture reference.)

12. Does Jesus love his church today? What example does He give to prove
this love?

13. List several ways a woman may serve the congregation where she attends.

14. List the ways (using scripture examples) a woman may not serve the
congregation where she attends.

15. How did Phebe serve the church?
16. In what specific ways could a woman qualify her husband for becoming a

deacon?
17. In what specific ways could a woman qualify her husband for becoming an
elder?
18. How was a widow qualified to be fAenroll edo

19. Is lack of education or physical handicap an excuse for not serving the
Lord? Why not?

20. RESEARCH : To whom did the Lord write the scriptures? (1 Cor. 1:10;
1 Cor. 1:11; 1 Cor. 1:26; 1 Cor. 2:1; 1 Cor. 3:1: 1 Cor. 4:6; 1 Cor. 7:24,
29; 1 Cor. 10:1; 1 Cor. 11:2; 33: 1 Cor. 12:1; 1 Cor. 14:6; 20; 26, 34.
39; 1 Cor. 15:1, 50, 58; 1 Cor. 16:15; Eph. 5:22, Col. 3:18; 1 Pet. 3:1 -6)?
Was it to men, to men and women, or to women? Name three specific
scriptures where the Lord directly addresses the women and tell what the
subject is each time?
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UNDERSTANDING MY HUSBAND’S ROLE

Lesson 8

il p r ®wasd the mark for the prize of

the high calling of God in Christ
(Phil. 3:14).

When one young couple decided to make a commitment to each other
and to God, they selected their wedding rings and had them engraved. The

message inside read, AToget her for HI Mo (pl us
their vows).
What did all that mean? It meant that t hey were committing their lives

to each other, and to God, for His work. The rings were testimony of their

intentions. The young man had long wanted to preach the gospel, and the girl

had dreamed of being a preacherds wif deingGoal s
made. Each had adjustments to make in order to meet expectations. They

knew there would be hardships, but they were willing to face those obstacles

together. They knew there would be criticism (they had no idea how much!),

but they were willingt o f ace that too. As a preacherodés f
would Iive Ain the proverbial glass house, 0 but
outweigh the temporary, earthly sadness. When they considered what was
really important in life, they wanted to be plea sing to the Lord by reaching out

to His other disciples and to the lost, but they also had to keep the success of
their own marriage in mind. What would God have them do that would enable
them to keep their eyes on the mark He had set for them?

A Know of#at they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the
prize? So run, t hatlCygred:24na. Everydnd veho determifes to

Arun the raced must resolve to fAstick with it.
the steps necessary to reach the goal ) il tqvare thesmark  for the prize

of the high <calling of P8lba&14i).n Whether it sthewJ es us o |
Christians or a newly married couple, they must keep their eyes on the mark

that will give them the prize. They must work toward having a marriage that

will not only glorify God, but also fulfill their own expectations.

Their goal would help them be victorious in bringing many souls to
salvation. The goal this young couple had in mind was to do whatever they did
in word or deed all in H is name, and for His sake. They understood that
Christians are to serve the Lord by (among other things) learning to love the
brethren. Being in the position they had chosen would give them ample
opportunity.
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Then shall the King say unto them on his righ t hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

the foundation of the world: For | was an hungred, and ye gave me

meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: | was a stranger, and

ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: | w as sick, and ye
visited me: | was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the
righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an
hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw

we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and c lothed thee?
Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And

the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily | say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me ( Matt. 25:34 -40).

I n the art of marriage, it is the little things that can become big
things. Marriage is the most important commitment besides our original
decision to become a child of God. The marriage of two dedicated Christians
can be a force for God that no other for ce should overcome. However, there
will be rocks in the road 08 especially for the preacher and his wife. Being
constantly on display, | i ke preachersoé familie
any couple has to face. They, of all people, must keep their focus on God and
the work He has given every Christian to do, if the rest is to fall into place.

Preacher, what is your life?

AWhereas ye know not what shall be on the
your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
t hen vani s helahes&alda)y o (

With most preachers, poverty is a litmus test for them and their families.
There is no doubt that some, good -looking, charismatic preachers may be able
to earn more than the average engineer or business employee, but this is far
from the norm. Those men may demand an unreasonable salary from large
churches, while the average pulpit minister or evangelist is earning less than
minimum wage for much harder work. Is his wife willing to live on the salary
the poor preach er provides? Is the family able to live, pay bills and be self -
respecting? When a couple is young and just beginning a work, who can know
what the future holds? But the very real possibility of poverty may loom on the
horizon.

Preachers often are forced to move from place to place when they and
the congregation do not agree. Breaking up housekeeping and moving to an
unknown place can be traumatic. In fact it can tear a family apart. Many
ti mes preacherods wives or chil dr en cdusetheyme e mo't
have no roots, no security. Someti mes the pre;
ultimately forcing the preacher to find other
toward this nomadic existence takes yet another preacher out of a pulpit.
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Preacher fam ilies cannot be slaves of material things and be pleasing to

God. This world is not our home. AAnd [ Job]
mother's womb, and naked shall | return thither. the LORD gave, and the
LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. In all this Job

sinned not, nor c¢har gdebd:21G-@2)) .f o oS o lsochnhoynd al so s a
he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came,

and shall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand ( Ecc.

5:15 ). With poverty and loss being a major issue in many preachers lives, will

the wife be willing to commit to the work? Will they together be able to train

their children to live on less and not be embittered? All these things must be

considered befo re they begin their journey together, before they take the

initial step to decide on a career. After making that decision, they must focus

beyond the temporary into the eternal.

WHY DO SOME PREACHERS LIV E LIKE PHARISEES AND
HYPOCRITES (Matt. 6:5 )?

Probably the greatest temptation for a preacher and his family is to live
like the Pharisees and hypocrites described in Matthew 23:5 -7. They feel they
must sing better and louder than anyone in the congregation. They want to
know more and appear to be b etter than anyone. Their kids have to be the
smartest or the prettiest and most popular. Their cars have to be bigger and
go faster and their good deeds must be seen of
AFor wh at i's the hope of t h eth gaiged, owbaniGoce , t houq
taketh away Job23:8 ?o0ul 0 (

The book of Matthew has much to say about this type of person.

ATherefore when thou doest thine al ms, do not
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have

gl ory of men . Verily | say unto Mat.w2 )t hey h
AéAnd when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as
love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that

they may b e seen of me n . Verily |1 say unto you,

(Matt. 6:5 ) . AnMoreover when ye fast, be not, as
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to

fast. Verily | say unto you, they have the i r r e whMdatt.dd6 (.

The very real temptation is for preachers and their wives to tell others
how to live and what they are doing wrong, while they themselves have many
Aunresolved 1ssueso in their own family relat
cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast
out the mote out of tMaty7:50) dheynseem tebe pillas of (
the church, yet they may only make a mockery of religion in their private lives.
AYe hypocrllidd&sias pmwghesy of you, saying, This people draweth
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nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their
heart i s f arMatt t5o/m-8me o0 (

Not all people are blind to this inconsistency and are often soured on
Christianity as a whol e because they see the insincer
woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them
that are ent er iMatg23tld ). gloeeseimeromay harp on the subject
of giving and expect (or demand) that they be given high salaries far above
the people who are supporting them. AWoe unt ¢
hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretenc e make long
prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell
t han your dMatk 23el4 615).

Preachers and their wives often demand that the congregation live by
the fAletter of the |l aw, o0 but they themselves w
lives. They may bind heavy burdens on the members and ultimately cause
them to lose their souls because they cannot meet expectations and thus

become discouraged. AWoe unto you, scribes an
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done,

and not to leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat,

and swallow a camel. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye

make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of
extortion a n dMate R828s-2%) . ( A Wo e unt o you, scr
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed

appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all

uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but

within ye are full of btMath?2327 i-28y. and iniquityo
Consider seriously, wives of preachers! Are you what you appear to be?

Are you for real ? nBut the wisdom that is f

peac eable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, anJdmesdli7’hout hypocrisyo (

EVERY PREACHER MUST BE A SERVANT IN THE CHURCH

There are many members, many offices and differing gifts. fiFor
as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same
office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members
one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given
to us, whether prophecy, | et us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;
Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;
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Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with
simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with
cheer f ul Rom.sz4 -8§.

A man who is a leader in the church can be an evangelist, an elder,
teacher or a preacher. There are many other ways to serve such as deacon,
Bi ble <cl ass teacher, song |l eader og somper ayer I
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
t eac heHlpk. d:11(). We should all be zealous to seek to excel in edifying
the fellow members dfCor.Jld:52u ¥ 60No bmatery what his
position in the church, t  he man needs to be diligent and faithful to follow the
pattern laid down for that position. He must do his work well. His priority
should be to qualify for those positions in order to edify the body of Christ o}
the church.

ALL CHRISTIAN MEN SHOULD BE GOOD PROVIDERS AND
GOOD EMPLOYEES

So why would young ladies need to know what the men are
supposed to do? Why would they want to study the roles and
responsibilities of a husband and father? Perhaps the best reason is that she
should know what to look for in a mate . She should understand what is
expected and be ready to make judgments about the caliber of person she is
thinking of taking f or Thigisa léssoh thad ywung ladep ani on .
need to learn so they can understand the role each man must take 0 in his
physical family as well as in the family of God. She should be a willing
participant in his work 0 one who is a help meet and not a hindrance. Being
able to understand and support his position is paramount to having a good
relationship.

Every m an must work to provide for himself . If the preacher gets
paid, that is his work. No Christian male should Afree |
depend on others to provide his living. The Apostle Paul told the
Thessal oni ans, AFor even when wemmandedegouwi t h vy o
that if any would not work, neither should he eat 0 2(hess. 3:10 ). Inthe

very beginning of the chapter, Paul admonished them to behave in such a

manner as not to bring shame on the church.
many men who have no intentions of ever earning an honest living. They

seem to think that from the time they are born, someone else owes them a

living. This is a great shame for them and their families whether or not they

think so. Honest, sincere Christians are supposed to Awithdraw themsel
from any man who will not work. Paul himself did not behave in such a way

that he would bring shame on the church. He worked with his hands to build

tents even when he could easily have demanded money from other Christians

for pr eaching the gospel to them ( 1 Cor. 9:9, 14 ). Many lazy men will do
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nothing but cause trouble and be busybodies in the community. They have
nothing better to do because they are not gainfully employed. Hard work

never killed anyone. Hard work is an hono r, not a dishonor to any man.
A man should provide for his own family. In the context of teaching
Christian ethics to all age groups, the Apostl

provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath

deni ed the faith, and i s worms%8 ) Mftsnis agprettyi nf i del ¢
strong warning for all the men in the church. Each male must consider who

he is responsible for, whether it is an aged mother and father, his own wife

and children or even an age d aunt ( 1 Tim 5:4 ). He has to find a way to

provide food, clothing and shelter for these people who are dependent upon

him. It is not the business of the government or the church to support these

people, as long as he is healthy and able to work.

The man is to work to give to those who are in need. ALet him
that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the
thing which is good, t hat he may havé&pht o gi Ve
4:28 ). Even though our government has generall y made it very convenient
for the poor to have their basic needs met, there are still some people who
are without many things they need to function. Sometimes, these people may
be in temporary hardship, but quite often there are those who will never be
able to provide for themselves. They may be orphaned children, the aged, or
mentally incompetent, or even sickly folk. If a Christian man does what he is
supposed to do, he will be able to give a portion of what he earns to those
who need help. Christian women must understand that this is required of
their husbands, sons and fathers and not expect them to spend everything
they earn for the immediate family.

The man is to work to give to the church 0 actually to the Lord.
ANow concerning the collection for the saints
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week, let every
one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no
gat herings whe(f Cor. 16clo 4B OHusbands, fathers and all adult
men should put this duty foremost in their plans every week or at least every
time they get pai d. Wives should not begr udog
storeo for the Lord. | f t hehusband amd wafe, the ue uni o
weekly contribution to the Lordds work can be
blessing to them both as a unit. The wife should rejoice that she has joined

wi t h her Opartneré in | ayi ndattugl9 t21e aSher e i n
receive s as much credit with the Lord as he does, if she has a willing heart ( 2
Cor. 8:12 ).

Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh;
not with eye -service, as men -pleasers; but in singleness of heart,
fearing God: And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord

82| Page



and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that
doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and
there is no respect of person s (Col. 3:22 -25).

Sometimes preachers think they are above this scripture and believe
they are the final authority in every discuss
meetings. No one likes to lose his freedom, but that is exactly what happens
when a man acc epts a position of employment. After becoming employed, he
has to do the will of the earthly master whether or not he agrees with his
judgment (not including differences doctrine). He can rebel, but the Lord
warns that what a man does to the earthly mast er, he does to the one who
gave him authority over him ( Rom. 13:1 -2). On the other hand, when a man
willingly submits to an earthly employer, understanding that he is submitting
to his Creator and Lord, it is much easier to give willing service. Jesus
promised to reward us for all of our willing service ( 1 Cor. 9:117 ). The
husband is in authority over the wife, and if she submits to the husband,
understanding that she is actually submitting to the one who gave the
authority to her husband, Jesus promise s He will reward her as she serves.

As an employee (servant), a Christian man is to obey with fear
and trembling, in singleness of heart, as unto Christ. Employers
(masters) have responsibilities also.

Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters a ccording to
the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as

unto Christ; Not with eye -service, as men -pleasers; but as the
servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; With good

will doing service, as to the Lord, and not t 0 men: Knowing that
whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive

of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. And, ye masters, do the

same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your

Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with
him ( Eph. 6:5 -9).

It is so easy to bad -mouth the boss and disrespect him unless there is a
strong reason not to. In the case of a preacher, who is his boss? We
know that a bad relationship between a preacher and his elders or his
congregation can cause division in the congregation or even the church at
large. Men who do not respect their employers do not respect the one who
gave the employers the position over them. Employees (in this case the
preacher) have to remember they are serving the employer just as if they
were serving Jesus himself.

HUSBAND, FATHER AND LEADER IN THE CHURCH

We have examined suggested roles and responsibilities of the men,
which include being a good servant in the church 0 a teacher, song leader,
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preacher, deacon or elder & always ministering to the saints. Day after day,
his decisions should be based on these roles.

On a more basic level, we see that a man who becomes a husband is to
leave his father and mother to be joined to his wife, to become her head, t 0
love her as Christ loved the church and as he loves himself and his own body,
to nourish and cherish her ( Eph. 5:22 -33). As he becomes a father, another
role or responsibility is born. He is to bring up his children in the nurture and
admonition of the  Lord, not provoking them to wrath ( Eph. 6:1 ).

WHAT IS A GOOD HUSBAND?

God is the one who established the family in the beginning, and God has
given the husband a very important position in the family. The husband is
meant to be the head of the family. He is responsible for leading the
family in the ways of God. The husband needs to understand the covenant of
marriage and his responsibilities towards his wife as part of that covenant.
And he needs to understand his authority in the family and how to exercise it.

Is there any commitment more serious than the marriage
covenant? Goddbés judgment i's that covenant breakert
(Rom. 1:31 -32). If we break our marriage vows (covenant), God will be angry
with our voice and destroy the work of our hands ( Eccl. 5:4 -6). Keeping the
covenant includes honoring the wife, not just avoiding adultery (1 Pet.
3:7) . The husbanddés prayers can become hinder e
wife.

God is the one who joins the husband and wife in marriage (Matt.
19:6 ). The husband and wife are to leave the parents ( Matt. 19:5 ), because
God, in his wisdom, says it is best for the couple to maintain their own
household. If the couple is not autonomous, we can expect problems in the
home. Young men and women must c onsider this teaching  before they make
a marriage commitment and determine whether they have enough financial
resources and physical ability to make a separate home.

The man must make the final decisions for the entire family,
including the children (1 Tim . 3:12 ). We know that God will hold the father
responsible for bringing up the children ( Eph. 6:4 ). Who is it that will have to
answer on Judgment Day if the children are not brought up correctly? Fathers
must teach and train the children ( Deut. 6:6 -7). Naturally the wife, as his help
meet, has her part in training the children too, but the father will be held
accountable if the job is not done well.

The husband is responsible for providing for his wife and family
He must consider their physical needs as his priority. This responsibility was
established from the beginning ( Gen. 3:17 -19). If he forsakes this duty, he is
worse than an infidel (1 Tim. 5:8 ). Whether his wife is a believer or a non -
believer, the husband has responsibilities to her. As a Christian, he must teach

84| Page



her and lead her toward Christ. If his wife is a believer, he still has the
responsibility to teach her and answer her questions regarding all matters

spiritual ( 1 Cor. 14:35 ). A Christian husband serves Christ by serving his wi fe
as Christ has decreed. He is to love and serve her as Christ loves the church;
he is to give himself for her. He is to love and serve her as his own body ( Eph.

5:25 -28). Does Christ serve the church by beating her? Does Christ serve the

church by ig noring her needs and putting Himself first? Does Christ serve the

church by being lazy and demanding or by letting the church do His job of

being the head? We have already |l earned that
hindered if he does not honor his wife as the weaker vessel (1 Pet. 3:7 ). What
greater way <could the man serve God than by s
sake and doing it WHatgredteo wag ¢osld thedaghér of a

family train his children than to love their mother the way the Lord has

commanded!

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF A GOOD FATHER?

EIl i did not handle his authority well, and
house (1 Sam.2:27 -30). Al t hough they were His | eading pr
not know God ( 1 Sam. 2:12 -17). We read where Eli tried to rebuke them ( 1
Sam. 2:22 -25), but what did Eli do wrong?

1. Eli honored his sons above God ( 1 Sam. 2:29 ).

2. Eli accepted the stolen offerings his sons took ( 1 Sam. 2:29 ).
3. As Goddés High Priest (the highidmsotforagblyt hori ty
restrain his children when they were vile ( 1 Sam. 3:12 -14).

Like Adam, Eli could have blamed his wife, and who can say she was not
to blame ( Gen. 3:12 )? However, Fathers are given a responsibility by God
(Eph. 6:4 ). A Father must find a way to fulfill that responsibility even if he has
to make a choice with whom to contend ( Matt. 10:37 ). Our God may bring
fathers such a test to see whom they will choose ( Matt. 10:34 ). One way or
another, fathers need to pass the test in righteousness.

We know that some of the fatherodos deeds are
children (Exod. 20:5 -6); however, there is a difference between visiting and
bearing (Ezek. 18:20 ). Bearing the sin is to answer for an action on
Judgment Day.  Visiting the iniquity has to do with suffering f
evil in this life . For example: the children of Israel wandered 40 years in the
wilderness, and suffered greatly. This punishment was the result of sin caused
by the fathers, but the children had to endure it to o . Often a drunk.
children are mistreated or not we |l | cared for
lifestyle. We may not understand the full implications, but this is the glory of
God ( Exod. 34:5 -7).
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Under the Law of Moses, fathers were given the respo nsibility to
teach children (Deut. 6:6 -7). True, there were many who did not obey that
law, but like Eli, they will answer for their disobedience. True also, many did
teach their children faithfully. One of the greatest attributes of Abraham was
faithfu Iness to teach his children (  Gen. 18:19 ) . MosesO mother t au
wel | . Ti mot hydos grandmot her and mother were
the Old Testament Law, fathers had great authority in the home ( Num. 12:14 ).
They coul d di sal | oswow(hNem.B0:4d & u Jhey ceuld@also have
their disobedient children stoned to death ( Deut. 21:18 -21).

Fathers have a different kind of aut hority
the New Testament (Matt. 20:25 -26). We see from reading Philemon 8, 9
that Paul did no t use the authority he had. Fathers today may humble
themselves like Paul and be very gentle ( 1 Thess. 2:6 -7). If the Corinthians
had not | i stened to Paul 6s kindness, 2iCer. woul d
13:2, 10 ). It was the same situation in 2 Corinthians 10:2 . Twenty -three
times Paul is recorded as beseeching hi s bret hren t o respond
commands. Will our Father be kind to us if we are not kind to those under our

authority ( Matt. 7:2 )? If we are not kind to our children God will not be kin d
to us ( James 2:13 ). Notice in Ephesians 6:4 that the first part of the
command is Adondt pr ovoked sothéyhare notdisamiraged i S gi ve

(Col. 3:21 ). A wise man is even kind to animals, how much more to his
own children (Prov. 12:10 ).

Our Fat her encourages us to listen to His correction (Heb. 12:5).
We should do the same for our children and also encourage them to listen to

us. A good father exhorts and comforts his children ( 1 Thess. 2:11 ). The

prodi gal sonds f at her hhisdutherityda cpmmandgbhtthe t o us e

did not ( Luke 15:31 -32) . God expects wus to |isten to ou
and pleading ( 1 Tim. 5:1 ) . Godds el der is also expecte

congregationds Janast B:¥7a)t i &b listtned to his servants 0
entreaties ( Job 31:13 -15).

Christian fathers should train their children as God trains us (Heb.
12:10 ). God chastens His children (  Heb. 12:5 ). He chastens and scourges
every son whom He loves (Heb. 12:6 ). Some people refuse to use the rod
because they think they love their children too much (Pro. 13:24 ). What does
God say about our love if we refuse to use the rod? The Lord tells us only one
way to get rid of a Peohd2:lxd p Ourthastehing€dn dedivers  (
our chil dbés s ®w.l23:¥4r)o@ur doreettibn of children should not be
for our own convenience (  Heb. 12:10 ). Some men use children (and members
of church) as slaves, to do their running for them. Our children should be
convinced that we are doing whatever we do for thei r gro wth and not for our
convenience.
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The preacher ds children ar e of ten t
congregation (Matt. 23:5 ). Why is that? A preacher father may correct his

children by saying, A Wh at wi || t he me mber s

hypocrisy. If we are sincerely seeking to please God we should give our
children the motivation to do the same thing. Sincere Christians should not

he

wo

t

consider what others think for their own reputation but for the ot her personods

edification (1 Cor. 10:33 ). Our children can easily tell if we are insincere
(Luke 12:1 ). Our children should be taught to seek to please God ( 1 Thess.
2:4) . This is a constant JaThese 4.1 ).i Qur cGildrdnd s
need the mind of Christ (  John 6:29 ). Jesus had one motive in mind at all
times ( John 5:19, 30 ).

A manés children should only be concerned

(Pro. 10:1; 13:1 ). They also should be taught *not* to receive praise from

wor d

men ( Rom. 2:28 -29) . Receiving mands prai se Joln | |

5:44 ). Jes us did not receive honor from men ( John 5:41 ). The world claims
that it sits at the feet of those who learn how to praise. If we praise children

they will sit at our feet. This works for children and naive adults too, but what

does our God say? Praisin g children for physical things trains them to value
mammon ( Luke 16:15 ). When we thrill the hearts of our children with
promises of gifts for birthdays, Christmas and so on, we are training them to

be thrilled with more and more material things. Some say, ADonot
kil-joydt hey only live once! 0

If there is not a difference between church leaders and the
people in the world, something is terribly wrong (1 John 4:5 -6). Our
children must understand that they are not of the world ( James 4:4 ). Jes us
did not identify himself with this world ( John 8:23 ). Jesus calls his faithful
apart from the world ( John 15:18 -19). We have to understand that the world
is our enemy to overcome ( John 16:33 ). The apostles were faithful in
separating themselves from the world ( John 17:14 -16). If our children identify
with democracy, socialism or any worldly nation, they are identifying with the
world ( Isa. 55:8 -9). The world has its own standards of right and wrong ( Luke
16:15 ). If our children identify with God's people, spiritual Israel, the church,
they will have a different mind. Our father Abraham is our example in this
regard; he left his country ( Heb. 11:8 ). He identified himself as a stranger

(Heb. 11:9 ). Abraham's real nation was not on earth ( Heb. 11:10 ). All of
God's faithful should have this mind ( Heb. 11:13 ). All of God's faithful are
seeking their real nation the heavenly home ( Heb. 11:14 -16).
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