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INTRODUCTION: Thusfar in thisseriesof studiesfrom the Word of God, we have learned (1) how
RIGHTLY TO DIVIDE THE WORD, (2) HOW ALL THINGSBEGAN, and (3) haveintroduced the
THREE DISPENSATIONS OF GOD’SWILL TO MAN—Patriarchal, Jewish and Christian.

SinceGod’ swill asexpressed duringthefirst 2,500 year sbelonged tothe per sonsaddr essed, when they
died that part of God’swill died with them. Likewisethelaw which came from God through M osesto
the children of | srael—the ten-commandment law in its entirely—ended at the cross.

But what shall we say of the preaching and the baptism of John the Baptist? It isclear from John 1:6
that “therewasaman sent from God, whose namewas John.” Being “ sent from God” it isalso evident
that he came to fulfill a definite purpose.

It shall betheburden of thislesson-study to show (1) what that purposewas, (2) that it wascompletely
fulfilled before the cross, and that (3) when the Jewish dispensation ended, of which John’swork was
apart, that both hisPREACHING and hisBAPTISM also ended, clearing theway for Christ’'sNEW
testament to become of force on the day of Pentecost in Acts2...

l. JOHN’S COMING FORETOLD BY ISAIAH, THE PROPHET.
A. Approximately eight centuries before Christ, there lived a prophet in Israel, named Isaiah.

1 He was the son of Amoz.
2. Prophesied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.
B. In the 40th chapter of his prophecy, verses 3 through 8, we find these words, “ The voice of

him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be
made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory
of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD
hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall | cry? All flesh isgrass, and all
the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The grass withereth, the flower fadeth:
becausethe spirit of the LORD bloweth uponit: surely the peopleisgrass. Thegrasswithereth,
the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.”
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Based on these words, the children of Isragl had a saying among them that Esaiah
(Isaiah) must first come beforethe Lord’ s Christ should appear (Also see Malachi 3:1
and 4:5-6).

C. That John the Baptist was the fulfillment of this prophecy is taught by several passages of
scripture; among them are the following:

1.

MATTHEW 3:1-3: “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the
wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. For thisishethat was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice
of onecryingin thewilderness, Prepareyethe way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.”

MARK 1:1-4: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; As
it iswritten in the prophets, Behold, | send my messenger beforethy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilder ness,
Prepareyetheway of theLord, make hispathsstraight. John did baptizein the
wilder ness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”
LUKE 3:1-6: “Now in thefifteenth year of thereign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius
Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his
brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraeaand of theregion of Trachonitis, and Lysanias
thetetrarch of Abilene, Annasand Caiaphas being the high priests, theword of
God cameunto John the son of Zachariasin thewilder ness. And hecameinto all
thecountry about Jordan, preachingthebaptism of repentancefor theremission
of sins; Asitiswritten in thebook of thewordsof Esaiasthe prophet, saying, The
voice of one crying in the wilder ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
pathsstraight. Every valley shall befilled, and every mountain and hill shall be
brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall
be made smooth; And all flesh shall seethe salvation of God.”

JOHN 1:23: “He said, | am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”

1. JOHN’S COMING FORETOLD BY MALACHI, THE PROPHET.
A. Another old testament prophet, Maachi, who wrote about 445-432 B.C., also referred to the
coming of John, asfollows:

1.

2.

MALACHI 3:1: “Behold, | will send my messenger, and heshall preparetheway
before me.”

MALACHI 4:5-6: “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet beforethe coming
of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the
fathersto thechildren, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest | come
and smitethe earth with a curse.”

B. That John was the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy is established by the following
references:

1.

MATTHEW 11:7-15: “ And asthey departed, Jesus began to say unto the multi-
tudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft
raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothingarein kings houses. But what went
yeout for to see? A prophet? yea, | say unto you, and morethan a prophet. For
thisis he, of whom it is written, Behold, | send my messenger before thy face,
which shall preparethy way beforethee. Verily | say untoyou, Among them that
are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: not-



Lesson Six

41

withstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And
from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the law
prophesied until John. And if ye will receive it, thisis Elias, which was for to
come. Hethat hath earsto hear, let him hear.”

2. MATTHEW 17:10-13: “And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the
scribesthat Eliasmust fir st come? And Jesusanswer ed and said untothem, Elias
truly shall first come, and restore all things. But | say unto you, That Eliasis
come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they
listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. Then the disciples
understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.”

3. MARK 9:11-13: “And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elias
must first come? And he answered and told them, Eliasverily cometh first, and
restoreth all things; and how it iswritten of the Son of man, that he must suffer
many things, and be set at nought. But | say untoyou, That Eliasisindeed come,
and they have done unto him whatsoever they listed, asit iswritten of him.”

4, LUKE 7:24-27: “ And when the messenger s of John were departed, he began to
speak unto the peopleconcerning John, What went ye out intothewilder nessfor
to see? A reed shaken with the wind? But what went ye out for to see? A man
clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and live
delicately, arein kings' courts. But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea,
| say unto you, and much morethan a prophet. Thisishe, of whom it iswritten,
Behold, | send my messenger beforethy face, which shall preparethy way before
thee.”

NOTE: Many, upon reading the apostle John’ saccount of what John the Baptist said of himself, have
been puzzled by the seeming contradiction between John' s statements and those of Jesus Christ that
we have just said. Here is the reading from John 1:19-23:

“And thisistherecord of John, when the Jews sent priestsand L evitesfrom Jerusalem

toask him, Who art thou? And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, | am not the

Christ. And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, | am not. Art

thou that prophet? And he answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that

we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, | am

thevoice of onecryingin thewilderness, Make straight theway of theLord, assaid the

prophet Esaias.”

If we limited our study just to the scriptures already cited, no doubt we should conclude that

an outright contradiction exists between what Jesus said of John and what John said of

himself.

1. From Matthew 11 and 17, Mark 9 and Luke 7 Jesus taught that John was that “Elias
[or Elijah] which was for to come.”

2. Yet from the foregoing citation from John 1, to the direct question, “Art thou Elias?’,
John answered, “1 am not.”

QUESTION: How canthesetwo seemingly contradictory declarationsbe madeto harmonize?

1 The answer seemsto be in what the angel said to Zacharias before John was born. In
Luke 1:13, the angel said unto him.
“Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer isheard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear
theea son, and thou shalt call hisname John. And thou shalt havejoy and glad-
ness; and many shall rejoiceat hisbirth. For he shall begreat in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall befilled with
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the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb. And many of the children of
Israel shall heturn tothe Lord their God. And he shall go before him in THE
SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS, to turn the hearts of the fathersto the chil-
dren, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people
prepared for theLord.”

2. Thuswe see that John was not Elias IN PERSON; but hewas*IN THE SPIRIT AND
POWER OF ELIAS”

3. From the questions put to John by the priests and Levites, it is evident they were
attempting to identify the PERSON of John; thus, when they asked, “ Art thou Elias?’
his answer was, “I am not.”

4, Contrariwise, Jesus knowing that the “SPIRIT AND POWER" of John was like that
of Elias, asthe angel had said, thusreferred to Him as* Eliaswhich wasfor to come.”

5. If these two distinct uses of theterm “Elias’ are kept clearly in mind, the SEEMING
contradiction between Jesus and John turnsour to be no contradiction at al: John must
have been referring to His PERSON—Jesus to His SPIRIT AND POWER. John was
NOT EliasIN PERSON; yet WAS Elias IN SPIRIT AND POWER.

1. THE CONCEPTION, PRENATAL EXPERIENCE & BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

A.

THE ANGEL’S ANNOUNCEMENT—L uke 1:5-22:

“Therewasin the daysof Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias,
of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elisabeth. And they wereboth righteous before God, walking in all thecommandments
and ordinancesof theL ord blameless. And they had no child, becausethat Elisabeth was
barren, and they both were now well stricken in years. And it came to pass, that while
he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his course, According to the
custom of the priest’ soffice, hislot wasto burn incensewhen hewent into thetemple of
the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of
incense. And thereappeared unto him an angel of the L ord standing on theright side of
the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon
him. But theangel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer isheard; and thy
wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt
have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at hisbirth. For he shall begreat in the
sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall befilled
with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’swomb. And many of the children of | srael
shall heturntotheLord their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power
of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of thejust; to makeready a people prepared for the Lord. And Zacharias said
unto the angel, Whereby shall | know this? for | am an old man, and my wife well
strickenin years. And theangel answering said untohim, | am Gabriel, that stand inthe
presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.
And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things
shall beperformed, becausethou believest not my wor ds, which shall befulfilled in their
season. And thepeoplewaited for Zacharias, and marvelled that hetarried solonginthe
temple. And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that
he had seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained speech-
less.”
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ZACHARIAS WIFE ELIZABETH CONCEIVES—Luke 1:23-25:

“And it cameto pass, that, assoon asthedaysof hisministration wereaccomplished, he
departed to hisown house. And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid
herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord dealt with mein the days wherein he
looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.”

THE ANGEL GABRIEL LIKEWISE APPEARS TO MARY —L uke 1:26-38:

“And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee,
named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David; and thevirgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said,
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, theL ord iswith thee: blessed art thou amongwomen.
And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what
manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for
thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call hisname JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called
the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing | know not a
man? And the angel answered and said unto her, TheHoly Ghost shall come upon thee,
and thepower of theHighest shall over shadow thee: thereforealsothat holy thingwhich
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth,
she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and thisisthe sixth month with her, who
wascalled barren. For with God nothing shall beimpossible. And Mary said, Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed
from her.”

JOHN LEAPSIN ELIZABETH'SWOMB FOR JOY —L uke 1:39-56.

“And Mary arosein those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of
Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. And it came to
pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb;
and Elisabeth wasfilled with the Holy Ghost: And she spake out with aloud voice, and
said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed isthefruit of thy womb. And whence
isthisto me, that themother of my L ord should cometome? For, |0, assoon asthevoice
of thy salutation sounded in mineears, thebabeleaped in my womb for joy. And blessed
isshethat believed: for there shall bea performance of thosethingswhich weretold her
from the Lord. And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Saviour. For hehath regar ded the low estate of hishandmaiden: for,
behold, from henceforth all generationsshall call meblessed. For hethat ismighty hath
doneto me great things; and holy ishisname. And hismercy ison them that fear him
from generation to gener ation. He hath shewed strength with hisar m; he hath scattered
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their
seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath filled the hungry with good things; and
therich hehath sent empty away. He hath holpen hisservant I srael, in remembrance of
hismercy; Ashe spaketo our fathers, to Abraham, and to hisseed for ever. And Mary
abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house.”

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST—Luke 1:57-58:

“Now Elisabeth’sfull time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a
son. 58 And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great
mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her.”
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THE CIRCUMCISION AND NAMING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST—L uke 1:59-64:

“And it cameto pass, that on the eighth day they cameto circumcisethe child; and they
called him Zacharias, after the name of hisfather. And hismother answered and said,
Not so; but he shall be called John. And they said unto her, Thereisnoneof thy kindred
that is called by this name. And they made signsto his father, how he would have him
called. And heasked for awriting table, and wrote, saying, HisnameisJohn. And they
marvelled all. And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he
spake, and praised God.”

ZACHARIAS PROPHESIES CONCERNING HIS YOUNG SON, JOHN—L uke 1:65-80.

“And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these sayings wer e noised
abroad throughout all thehill country of Judaea. And all they that heard themlaid them
up intheir hearts, saying, What manner of child shall thisbe! And the hand of theLord
waswith him. And hisfather Zachariaswasfilled with theHoly Ghost, and prophesied,
saying, Blessed betheLord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people,
And hath raised up an horn of salvation for usin the house of his servant David; Ashe
spake by the mouth of hisholy prophets, which have been since theworld began: That
we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hateus; To perform
the mercy promised to our fathers, and toremember hisholy covenant; The oath which
he swareto our father Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered
out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, In holiness and righ-
teousnessbeforehim, all thedaysof our life. And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet
of theHighest: for thou shalt go beforetheface of theL ord to preparehisways; To give
knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, Through the
tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To give
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
way of peace. And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and wasin the desertstill
the day of hisshewing unto Israel.”

V. THE RAIMENT AND FOOD OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

A.

B.

MATTHEW 3:4—" And the same John had hisraiment of camel’shair, and a leathern
girdle about hisloins; and his meat waslocusts and wild honey.”

MARK 1:6—" And John wasclothed with camel’ shair, and with agirdleof a skin about
hisloins, and he did eat locusts and wild honey.”

V. THE BAPTISM TAUGHT AND PREFORMED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST.

A.

MATTHEW 3:5-6, 11— Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the
region round about Jordan, And wer e baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins...
[John said] | indeed baptize you with water unto repentance.”

MARK 1:4-5, 8—"John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of
repentancefor theremission of sins. And therewent out unto him all theland of Judaea,
and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in theriver of Jordan, confessing
their sins...[John said] | indeed have baptized you with water.”

LUKE 3:3, 21—" And hecameintoall thecountry about Jordan, preaching thebaptism
of repentance for theremission of sins...all the people were baptized.”

LUKE 7:29-30—"And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God,
being baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the
counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.”
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JOHN 1:26—" John answered them, saying, | baptize with water.”

JOHN 3:23-24—" And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there
wasmuch water there: and they came, and wer e baptized. For John wasnot yet cast into
prison.”

VI.  ADDITIONAL THINGS TAUGHT BY JOHN THE BAPTIST.

A.

Principles he taught his disciplesto live by
Repentance (Mat. 3:2, 8, 11; Luke 3:3, 8).
Fasting (Mat. 9:14-15; Mark 2:18-20; Luke 5:33-35).
Prayer (Luke 11:1).
Adultery condemned (Mat. 14:3-4; Mark 6:17-18; Luke 3:19).
Sharing (Luke 3:10-11).
Financial honesty (Luke 3:12-13).
Orderly conduct (Luke 3:14).
Truthfulness (Luke 3:14).
Contentment (Luke 3:14).
h| ngs generally which John taught his disciples to believe—
That his baptism was for “remission of sins” (Luke 3:3).
That a man can receive nothing except it be given him from heaven (John 3:27).
That the kingdom of heaven was then “at hand” (Mat. 3:2).
That there was a“wrath” to come (Mat. 3:7, 10-12; Luke 3:7, 9, 16-17; John 3:36).
That God is able to raise up of stones children unto Abraham (Mat. 3:9; Luke 3:8).
That some people would be saved (Mat. 3:12).
That he that comes from heaven is above al (John 3:31).
Many other things (Luke 3:18).
hat John taught by way of his own example.
Temperance (Mat. 11:18; Luke 7:33).
Humility (John 3:30).
Performed no miracles (John 10:41).
hn’ s rebukes.
Of the Pharisees and Sadducees (Mat. 3:7-12).
Of the multitude (Luke 3:7-9).
Of Herod (Mat. 14:3-4; Mark 6:17-18; Luke 3:19).
hat John taught concerning Jesus.
John denied that he himself was the Christ (Luke 3:15-16; John 1:19-20; 3:28).
John foretold the coming of Christ as one both mightier and superior to himself (Mat.
3:11, 13-14; Mark 1:7-8; Luke 3:16; John 1:15, 25-27, 29-30; 3:29-30).
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3. John called Jesus “the Son of God.” (John 1:32-34).

4, John called Jesus“thelamb of God” that taketh away the sinsof theworld (John 1:29,
36).

5. John said Jesuswould baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire(Mat. 3:11; Mark 1:8;

Luke 3:16-17).

6. John said what Jesus spoke came from God (John 3:34).

7. John said that Jesus testified what he had seen and heard (John 3:32).

8. John said that he who receives Jesus testimony acknowledges God as true (John
3:33).

0. John said that God gave the Spirit to Christ without measure (John 3:34).

10.  John said that God loved Jesus and gave al things unto Him (John 3:35).
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11.  John said that believers on Jesus have everlasting life; others shall not see life (John
3:36).

JESUS BAPTISM BY JOHN THE BAPTIST (Mat. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22).
NOTE: John’sbaptismwas* for remission of sins.” John knew that Jesushad nosin, and would
have prevented Jesusfrom being baptized at all. However Jesusconstrained him, saying, “ Suf-
fer it to be so now; for thusit becometh us TO FULFILL ALL RIGHTOUSNESS.” Then he
suffered him.

JOHN’ S IMPRISONMENT, INQUIRY AND DEATH.
A. Through incurring the disfavor of Herod, whom he rebuked for adultery, John was cast into
prison (Mat. 4:12; Mark 1:14; 6:17; Luke 3:19-20).
B. Whilein prison, John sent disciplesto Jesus asking him if he wasthe Messiah (Mat. 11:2-6;
Luke 7:18-23).
1 Jesus answered by having these disciples return to John telling him “those things
which ye do hear and see;”

The poor have the gospel preached to them
Blessed is he, whosover shall not be offended in me.
C. John’ s death by beheading (Mat. 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29).

a The blind receive their sight
b. The lame walk

C. The lepers are cleansed

d. The deaf hear

e The dead are raised up

f.

g.

ATTITUDE DIFFERENT PEOPLE HAD TOWARD JOHN.

A. The multitude of the people counted John to be a prophet (Mat. 14:5; 21:26; Mark 11:32).
B. Herod feared John (Mat. 14:9; Mark 6:20).

C. Herodias hated John (Mat. 14:3-11; Mark 6:17-28).

D Jesus recognized John for what he was (Mat. 11:11; 21:32; Luke 7:24-30; John 5:32-35).

AFTER JOHN’'S DEATH MANY MISTOOK JESUS AS JOHN RISEN FROM THE DEAD (Mat.
14:1-2; Mat. 16:13-14; Mark 6:14-16; 8:27-28; Luke 9:7-9; 9:18-20).

JESUSQUESTIONED CHIEF PRIESTSAND ELDERSABOUT JOHN’ SBAPTISM (Mat. 21:23-
27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8).

THE PURPOSE FULFILLED BY JOHN THE BAPTIST.

A. To preparetheway astheforerunner of Jesus Christ (Mat. 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4; John 1:23;
3:28).

B. To bear witness of Christ (John 1:6-8, 15; 5:32-33, 36; 10:41).

JESUS CHRIST REPLACES JOHN THE BAPTIST.

A. John said himself that he was NOT THE CHRIST (Luke 3:15-16; John 1:19-20; 3:28).
B. John recognized JESUS as the CHRIST.

C. John said, “He must INCREASE, but | must DECREASE” (John 3:30).
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D. Jesusreferred to John as* aburning and ashining light: and yewerewilling FOR A SEASON

torejoicein hislight. But | have GREATER WITNESS THAN THAT OF JOHN” (John 5:35-
36).

XIV. JESUS BAPTISM REPLACES JOHN'SBAPTISM.

NOTE: After JesusChrist wascrucified, buried, and rosefrom thedead, hegaveacommission

to his disciplesinvolving a baptism different from the superior to John’s baptism in certain

respects(SeeMat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). That thisNEW baptism replacesthe OL D baptism

of John istaught asfollows:

A. When Aquillaand Priscillaheard Apollos preach, “KNOWING ONLY THE BAPTISM OF
JOHN...they TOOK HIM UNTO THEM, and EXPOUNDED UNTO HIM the way of God
MORE PERFECTLY” (Acts 18:24-28).

B. Paul, upon finding disciples having only “John’ s baptism” showed that John told the people
they should believe on Jesus. Thisled them to be baptized in the name of Jesus (Acts 19:1-5).
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1

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Near the end of WHAT RELIGIOUS DISPENSATION did JOHN THE BAPTIST come?

Approximately HOW LONG before John the Baptist camedid the prophet I saiah foretel | hiscoming?

What prophet wrote “ The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God...?”

When John the Baptist came preaching and baptizing, did he do thisin “the wilderness?’
If so, which wilderness?

Name ANOTHER Old Testament prophet who foretold the coming of John the Baptist:

HOW LONG before John did Malachi prophesy?

Did Jesus Christ recognize John the Baptist as the one prophesied by both Isaiah and Malachi?

Jesusidentified John the Baptist asthat “ Elias [that] must first come?’ Yet, when John was asked the
direct question, “Art thou Elias?’ He answered, “I am not.” Explain this seeming contradiction:

NAME and IDENTIFY the parents of John the Baptist:

Was there anything strange or unusual about the BIRTH of John the Baptist? If so,
what?

About the sixth month after John’ smother conceived him, Mary conceived Jesus. When Mary visited
John’s mother shortly thereafter, WHAT DID JOHN DO BEFORE HE WAS BORN?

Eight daysafter Johnwasborn, they named and circumcised him. What STRANGE THING happened
to his father on this occasion?

What did John WEAR and EAT?

What Scripture passage shows John's baptism was WITH WATER?

What Scripture passage shows “MUCH water” was required?

What Scripture passage says it was “unto REPENTANCE?
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Christians are NOT Governed by the Preaching or the Baptism of John the Baptist

What passage shows SINS WERE CONFESSED by those baptized by the baptism of John the
Baptist?

What passage says John’ s baptism was for “REMISSION OF SINS?

What did John teach concerning the COMING OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN?

FromActs19:1-5, what makesusknow that JESUSAND HISBAPTISM wereto replace JOHN THE
BAPTIST AND HISBAPTISM?

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?




